
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 16 October 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Term 4 has begun and it has been wonderful to welcome our students back for our first week of learning. Term 4 
is always an exciting time of the year as our senior students prepare for examinations and we look ahead to our 
end of year celebrations. 
 
Our Senior Prizegiving will be held on the evening of 4 November and our Junior Prizegivings will take place on 
our final day of school, 9 December. We encourage you to join us as we celebrate the many achievements, 
successes and contributions of our students throughout the year. 
 
Our Year 13 Leavers' Dinner will be held on 30 October. This event provides an opportunity for students, staff and 
whānau to come together and celebrate the journey our Year 13 students have undertaken during their time at 
Te Paepae o Aotea. It is always a special occasion and a fitting way to acknowledge the growth, learning and 
memories created over the years. 
 
This year, we have also added two new events to our school calendar: the Year 10 Formal on 1 December and the 
Year 7 and 8 Celebration on 2 December. Students have been informed of the attendance and behaviour criteria 
required to attend these events during assemblies this week. Students must maintain attendance of at least 80% 
and have no external stand downs. If students are unsure whether they have met the criteria, they should connect 
with their pastoral lead. 
 
Later in the newsletter, you will find information about Te Paepae o Aotea partnering with Southern Rugby from 
2027 onwards. This is an exciting development for our community and will provide a clear and consistent rugby 
pathway for young people throughout South Taranaki. We are seeking community members who would like to 
contribute to this initiative, so please read the information provided and consider becoming involved in this 
exciting community venture. 
 
Hopefully, you have enjoyed the photos showcasing the work currently being undertaken in the Te Ramanui Block. 
This has been a significant project, with the existing roof being completely removed and replaced with a new 
pitched roof. By the end of this year, we expect to be able to move back into the art rooms, library, new toilet 
facilities and two general classrooms ready for the start of the new school year. The focus for Term 1 next year 
will be completing the roofing work over the textiles, food technology and Pātea classrooms. We are certainly 
looking forward to the end of Term 1 when all Te Ramanui classrooms should once again be fully operational. 
While this property work has been essential and long overdue, it has created considerable disruption throughout 
the year. Our students have responded exceptionally well and should be commended for the resilience, 
adaptability and positive attitude they have demonstrated while continuing to maintain high expectations of 
themselves and their learning. 
 
If you have a senior student, please encourage them to make use of the afternoon study sessions available at 
school. The roster can be found later in this newsletter. We know that students who consistently attend and 
engage in these sessions are better prepared and often achieve stronger results in their external examinations. A 
huge congratulations to the following students who have already secured endorsement status for 2026. We look 
forward to seeing this list continue to grow and to supporting our Merit Endorsement students as they strive 
toward Excellence Endorsements. Please continue to encourage your child to aim high and do their very best. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 
Excellence Tamamihiata Edwards 

Ethan Finer 
 

Samara Stewart 
Hunter Stephens 
Haily Hortillosa 

Taiharuru Ratima 
Lauren Kalin 
Evita Morellon 
Delila Tun 

Merit Eloise Sharrock 
Sarah Brotherson 
Ryan Finey 
Elijah Harris 
Seth Schumacher 
Charlee Stokes 
Anaswar Santhosh 
Logan Hunt 
 

Suzanna Corrigan 
Jack Clarke 
Michael Stables 
Ashlyn Graham 
Liam Neil 
Jemma Gibbs 
Nazeer Rye 
Peyton Scott 
Zoe Waller 
 

Adam Stables 
D’vantae Thompson-Tapiki 
Noah Broughton 

 
This week, our pastoral team has also been discussing with students the updated expectations regarding skirt 
length which will come into effect from the beginning of 2027. The focus for this term is ensuring students wearing 
skirts have the pleats positioned correctly at the centre front and that skirts are being worn as intended rather 
than rolled at the waistband. It has been encouraging to see several students take the initiative to check their 
sizing with the office staff to ensure they are prepared for these expectations ahead of the new school year. 
 
CAA Reading Assessment results were released this week. Parents and caregivers can log in to MyKAMAR (Parent 
Portal) to see whether their child has gained these credits. We now have 42 Year 10 students who have achieved 
their NCEA Literacy co-requisite, along with 86 Year 11 students. In addition, 93% of our Year 12 students and 
91% of our Year 13 students have now achieved their Literacy co-requisite. Congratulations to all students who 
were successful in this assessment round. Results for the Writing and Numeracy assessments are due to be 
released on 27 October, so please keep an eye out for these updates. 
 
Later in this newsletter, you will find the timetables for the 2027 school year. Over the past year, our curriculum 
team has been working carefully to understand and prepare for the implementation of the refreshed New Zealand 
Curriculum and the significant changes that will occur over the coming years. As a result, we have needed to make 
several adjustments to our timetable structure. These changes are designed to ensure that students have access 
to the depth of learning, teaching time and curriculum experiences required by the new curriculum.  
 
At Te Paepae o Aotea, our theme for Term 4 is our school value of Taupaenui. As we move into the final term of 
the year, our focus is on what it means to finish well. Finishing well is about maintaining high standards right 
through to the end of the year, continuing to give our best effort and taking pride in our learning, attendance and 
behaviour. It is also about expecting excellence not only of ourselves but of those around us. I encourage every 
student to reflect on how they can demonstrate the values of Taupaenui during the weeks ahead and ensure they 
finish the year strongly. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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NZC Maths Practice Tool for Years 3 to 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school 
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https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/
https://tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school/
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Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 
Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 
Homestay Caregivers Booklet 
Homestay Carer Agreement
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 

 

Ministry of Health Update: 

The Ministry of Health are no longer administering a second (top up) immunisation in schools (2026 onwards). 
All Year 7-8 students who had their immunisation earlier this year at school are now finished. (They can be 
given the last top up dose at their GP for free if you choose to arrange this.) 

In October, the nurses will be coming back into school to administer catch-ups (Year 7-8 students who missed 
their immunisation in April at school). They will be following up with students they know did not hand in 
forms. If you are new to Te Paepae o Aotea and wish to have your child immunised at school this year, please 
email either: 

Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz or Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
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1.  

Kia ora koutou 

Welcome back to Term 4. I hope you all had a good break and 
are ready for the final stretch of the school year. Now is the 
time to make the most of the weeks we have left. Whether you 
are finishing off internals, preparing for externals or working 
toward your personal academic goals, staying organised and 
making consistent progress will make a real difference. 
Endeavour to establish a revision routine, revisit topics you find 
challenging and make use of the resources and support 
available to you. 

Remember, asking for help is a strength, not a weakness. Reach 
out to your teachers if you are unsure about something,  and 
support your friends as they work towards their goals, too. 
While the end of the year can feel overwhelming, take things 
one step at a time and recognise the progress you have already 
made. 

Let’s finish the year strongly and make these final weeks count. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
After the busyness of mock exams for seniors and all the other 
goings on for our junior school, I’m sure we were all happy to 
have a couple of weeks of school holidays. I hope everyone had 
fun, got to enjoy some family time and some down time during 
the break. 
 
We’re now moving into the last term with so many 
opportunities to throw ourselves fully into school life and put 
our school values of Paepae, Aotea and Taupaenui on display. 
Whether it’s taking part in the upcoming LRA activities, 
preparing for and sitting end of year exams, Year 13s wearing 
crazy outfits for Dress Up Week, or any of the other myriad 
activities we have coming up. Let's go hard and make the most 
of our remaining weeks at school. Kia Kaha Tātou. 
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
Welcome back to Term 4. I hope everyone had a great break 
and is ready for another exciting term of sport. 
 
To kick off, we have our LRA Pickleball competition happening 
this week. Pickleball is a fun and fast-paced sport that combines 
elements of tennis, badminton and table tennis. It’s a great 
opportunity for students to get involved, try something 
different, and show off their skills in a friendly and competitive 
environment. A big part of LRA is getting involved, supporting 
your awa, and showing teamwork, sportsmanship and pride in 
everything you do. Whether you are competing or cheering on 
your mates, make sure you get behind your awa and help create 
a positive atmosphere. 
 
I look forward to seeing plenty of students getting involved in 
our LRA activities this term. Good luck to everyone competing in 
pickleball this week. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora, 
 
Welcome back everyone. I hope you all had an enjoyable term 
break and are ready to get into the craziness that is term 4. Our 
Year 12 and 13s have just under three weeks left so it’s 
important to be paying attention in class, attending after-school 
tuition and putting in your best effort to put your best foot 
forward for exams. 
 
The official milk bottle top competition has wrapped up. It was 
awesome to see so many people getting involved. While we 
may not have won, a huge congratulations to all as we collected 
an average of 58 milk bottle tops per student, and a total 
95.8kgs of milk bottle tops. You can continue to bring your milk 
bottle tops into school and we will collect them for recycling. 
 
The upcoming LRA for the community council is gumboot 
throwing, so keep an eye out in the notices for the dates. 
There’s only one term left, let’s make it count. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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Sports Report - Term 4 

Welcome back. We hope everyone had a fantastic holiday break and is feeling refreshed for the final term of 
the year. 
  
As we head into Term 4, there are still plenty of sporting opportunities on our school calendar along with a 
number of after-school competitions. Being the first week back, there isn't a lot to report just yet, as much of 
this term is spent preparing for end-of-year prizegivings and organising fun sporting opportunities for students 
whenever we can. 
  
A big shout-out to our Sports Leaders for running the LRA Pickleball sessions this week. It was awesome to see 
so many students getting involved, especially with the unpredictable weather making things a little 
challenging. 
  
With our senior students finishing in November, many of the upcoming TSSSA events are aimed at Year 9 and 
10 students. There are some fantastic activities coming up, including the ever-popular Modified Sports Week 
featuring Social Volleyball, Fast 5 Netball, and Beach Day. If you and your friends are keen to take part, pop 
into the Sports Office and register your interest. 
  
Congratulations to all the students who represented our kura at tournaments over the school holidays. It has 
been fantastic hearing about the successes, achievements, and experiences. Please remember to send in your 
results so we can celebrate and recognise your achievements with the rest of the school. 
  
Looking ahead, planning for sport in 2027 is already underway. Organising exchanges, whole-school events, 
and additional sporting opportunities takes a lot of coordination but we are committed to providing as many 
opportunities as possible for our students to participate, compete and grow. 
  
We are also excited to be introducing a brand-new programme for our Year 7 and 8 students in 2027. This 
initiative will use sport as a vehicle for developing leadership skills, confidence, teamwork and personal 
growth. More information and application forms will be shared later this term, so keep an eye out for this 
exciting opportunity. 
  
Rugby at Te Paepae o Aotea may also look a little different next year. We are currently working alongside 
Southern Rugby on a partnership to strengthen and grow our rugby programme. More details will be shared as 
plans develop, so watch this space. 
  
Uniform Reminder: If you still have a school sports uniform at home, please return it to the Sports Office as 
soon as possible. 
  
Make sure that you get involved in an activity this term. 
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“Your attitude determines your direction”  
Whaea Kelly Stevens 
 
For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via email 
vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 
 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Thursday, 22 October Junior Futsal 
Wednesday, 28 October All Abilities Athletics 
Thursday, 5 November Junior Cricket 6s 
Wednesday, 11 November Junior Touch 
Thursday, 19 November All Abilities Cricket 
Monday, 23 November MSW - Volleyball Social 
Tuesday, 24 November MSW - Rotational Sports Day 
Wednesday, 25 November MSW - Fast 5 Netball 
Thursday, 26 November MSW - Beach Day 

Year 9 - 13 Events 
11-13 December NZSS Track & Field Championships 
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