
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 25 September 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us as a school this term. It has certainly been a term packed full of 
great experiences and opportunities for our students. Despite the winter bugs, we are appreciative of the help of 
our community in ensuring that students attend school as much as possible. Our attendance has remained strong. 
 
Well done to all our sports teams. We are very proud of your achievements this year. You have represented the 
school with pride and supported one another to continue learning and improving. There have also been many 
other non-sporting highlights this term, but the following are some that stand out: Taranaki Science Fair, 
Methanex Maths Competition, Chess Championships, Careers Expo, Model UN, Loves Me Not, Waiata 
Competition, Tātarakihi, and the Barbara Leydon Drama Festival. 
 
Our junior students have finished their second round of PAT testing for the year. Reports were sent home this 
week, and it was great to see so many of our whānau attending the parent interview evenings. Our senior students 
have also finished the term strongly, having completed their practice examinations. Grades will be shared early in 
Term 4. Senior students should take this feedback on board and establish a study programme so that they are 
fully prepared for the upcoming NCEA examinations which begin on 10 November. Our NCEA results are tracking 
well this year, and we look forward to our students surpassing the benchmarks set in 2025, when they achieved 
the highest Level 2 and Level 3 pass rates the Hāwera community has ever seen. 
 
Students may be referred to Attendance Services when ongoing attendance concerns indicate that additional 
support may be beneficial for both the student and their whānau. While we work closely with families to 
encourage regular attendance, the support available within a school setting can sometimes be limited. 
Attendance Services can provide a broader range of specialised support and a more comprehensive wrap-around 
approach, working alongside whānau to identify barriers to attendance, connect families with appropriate 
agencies and resources and develop strategies that help ensure students can engage successfully in learning. The 
referral process is intended as a positive and supportive step, aimed at strengthening the support network around 
the student and promoting improved educational outcomes. 
 
I would like to congratulate all our students and staff on a wonderful Term 3. They have certainly upheld our 
school values of Aotea, Taupaenui and Paepae. We hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break over the holidays 
and return refreshed and invigorated for an action-packed Term 4. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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2026 Honours Awards 
Today we recognised students who demonstrated excellence, commitment and service in sport, culture and 
the arts. These awards acknowledge those who have consistently represented our school, achieved success at 
school, regional or national level and who have upheld the values of Te Paepae o Aotea through their 
dedication, attitude and attendance. We were fortunate to have many students submit nominations for this 
year's honours awards. This reflects the incredible range of achievements, commitment and talent within our 
school and ensured that many students received the recognition they deserve for their success in sport, 
culture, the arts and service. 
  

• Silver Awards recognise students who have shown sustained commitment, dedication, excellence and 
service in their chosen sport, culture or arts activity over a number of years while consistently 
upholding our school values. 

• Burnt Orange Awards recognise students who have achieved or represented at a regional level, 
demonstrating outstanding performance and commitment beyond the school setting. 

• Blue Awards are our highest honour and recognise students who have achieved or represented at a 
national level, demonstrating exceptional excellence in their field. 

 

Arts Silver Honours 
Acacia Cook  Kapa Haka 
Connah Laupama  Kapa Haka 
Esmē Colban  Kapa Haka 
Hakopa Thompson  Kapa Haka 
Hannah Boothby  Kapa Haka 
Hoani Hockley  Kapa Haka 
Indyka-Azaria Hill  TPOA Debating 
Jahliyah Hori  Kapa Haka 
Kahleaha Walker  Kapa Haka 
Lachlan Mills  Kapa Haka 
Lucy Roberts  Kapa Haka 
Porsha Lasike  Kapa Haka 
Ranginui Baller  Kapa Haka 
Rapine Aperahama  Kapa Haka 
Rheein Luke  Kapa Haka 
Russell Hockley  Kapa Haka 
Ryan Finey   TPOA School Band 
Shaleyar Colban-Herrick Kapa Haka 
Te Whaiti Brown  Kapa Haka 
Tianara Domb  Kapa Haka 
Trae-Lee Maraki  Kapa Haka 
Zevaya Prestidge  Kapa Haka 
 

Arts Burnt Orange Honours 
Alexa Ogle   Academy of Dance Mega Jazz Troupe 
Hannah Boothby  Te Kahui Maunga Regional Kapa Haka 
Indyka-Azaria Hill  Taranaki Lions Young Speechmakers Contest; 

Whanganui/Taranaki Manu Korero Finalist 
Jahliyah Hori  Te Kahui Maunga Regional Kapa Haka 
 

Arts Blue Honours 
Lauren Kalin  New York Times Summer Writing Academy 
Taiharuru Ratima  Te Matatini Regionals; Kapa Haka performance at New Embassy, London 
 

Sports Silver Honours 
Aaliyah Smith-McMahon TPOA Senior A Netball 
Ainsley Tamou  TPOA 1st XV Rugby 
Andie French  TPOA 1st XI Girls Football 
Brooke Stokes  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Cale Jenkins  TPOA 1st XI Football 
CB Jemenez  TPOA Senior A Boys Basketball 
Charlee Stokes  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Cohen Soothill  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Connah Laupama  TPOA 1st XV Rugby 
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Halle Neyens  TPOA Senior A Netball 
Jahliyah Hori  TPOA Ki-o-Rahi 
Kahleaha Walker  TPOA Ki-o-Rahi 
Kristan Isaac  TPOA Senior A Boys Volleyball 
Lakein Woods  TPOA Senior A Netball 
Logan Hunt  TPOA 1st XI Football 
Lochie Kalin  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Makaia Grindlay  TPOA Senior A Netball 
Mikayla Arnold  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Peyton Scott  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Porsha Lasike  TPOA Senior A Touch 
Ranginui Baller  TPOA Senior A Boys Basketball 
Russell Hockley  TPOA Senior A Touch; TPOA 1st XV Rugby 
Ryan Finey   TPOA Cross Country; TPOA Golf 
Sarah Brotherson  TPOA Senior A Netball 
Sebastien Stark  TPOA 1st XV Rugby 
Tamamihiata Edwards TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Trae-Lee Maraki  TPOA Ki-o-Rahi 
Zane Mercer  TPOA 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
Zevaya Prestidge  TPOA Ki-o-Rahi 
 

Sports Burnt Orange Honours 
CB Jemenez  Taranaki Men's Netball 
Lakein Woods  Taranaki Men's U20 Netball 
Leonardeous Snooks  Taranaki U16 Boys Basketball 
Mikayla Arnold  New Zealand Secondary School Cross Country 
Phoenix Edwards-Todd Taranaki U16 Boys Basketball 
Porsha Lasike  2025 & 2026 Youth Touch Nationals 
Ryan Finey   Cross Country; Road Relay; Golf 
Tayla Sturgeon  Athletics; Cross Country 
Zevaya Prestidge  Taranaki Girls Representative Rugby 
 

Sports Blue Honours 
Divan Denton  National Association of left-handed Golfers of New Zealand 
Lakein Woods  New Zealand U17 Men's Netball 
 

Service to Sports Honours 
Brooke Stokes  Cross Country; Inter School Sports; Swimming 
Charlee Stokes  Cross Country; Inter School Sports; Swimming 
Haily Hortillosa  Inter School Sports; Community Sports 
Jahliyah Hori  Basketball; Inter School Sports; Community Sports 
Kahleaha Walker  Basketball; Inter School Sports; Community Sports 
Kristan Isaac  Volleyball Coaching; Inter School Sports 
Leonardeous Snooks  Basketball; Basketball Official 
Lochie Kalin   Hockey - Inter School Sports 
Mikayla Arnold  Cross Country; Inter School Sports; Football 
Russell Hockley  Rugby League Referee & Coaching 
Trae-Lee Maraki  Basketball; Inter School Sports; Community Sports 
Zevaya Prestidge  Rugby; Inter School Sports; Community Sports 
 

Senior Silver Service Honours 
Haily Hortillosa  Service to Te Paepae o Aotea:  Sports - Year 7-8 Netball as a Coach, Sports 

Exchanges & Events; Music Awards Evening & Open Evening; 
Service to Cancer Society; Service to the Church 

 

Senior Blue Service Honours 
Jemma Gibbs  Service to Hāwera Gymnastics for Coaching;  

Service to SADD & Road Safe Taranaki - Be Safe Be Seen Campaign 
Lauren Kalin Service to SADD & Road Safe Taranaki - National Girls Driving Campaign; 

Be Safe Be Seen Campaign, 2026 Year 11 Road Safe Day; 
Road Safe Taranaki New Plymouth Expo; School SADD Quiz 

Russell Hockley  Service to Matakōrkiri Programme; Tātarakihi Festival; Kapa Haka; Rugby League 
Oliver Bone  Service to Hāwera Repertory Society for Audio 
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NZC Maths Practice Tool for Years 3 to 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school 

https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/
https://tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school/
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Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 

 

Ministry of Health Update: 

The Ministry of Health are no longer administering a second (top up) immunisation in schools (2026 onwards). 
All Year 7-8 students who had their immunisation earlier this year at school are now finished. (They can be 
given the last top up dose at their GP for free if you choose to do arrange this.) 

In October, the nurses will be coming back into school to administer catch-ups (Year 7-8 students who missed 
their immunisation in April at school). They will be following up with students they know did not hand in 
forms. If you are new to Te Paepae o Aotea and wish to have your child immunised at school this year, please 
email either: 

Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz or Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz  
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/
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Kia ora koutou 

With practice exams now over, I hope senior students have a 
clearer idea of what to expect in November. Your practice exam 
results do not define what you can achieve in the real exams. 
Use the feedback to see what is going well, identify what needs 
more work, and focus your revision over the coming weeks. 
There is still time to make good progress. 

For students with internal assessments still to complete, keep 
track of your deadlines and ask for help early if you need it. I 
also want to recognise the effort students have put into their 
learning this term, regardless of how their practice exams went. 

To the students who applied for a Head Leader role, well done 
for putting yourselves forward. Applying takes courage. It shows 
that you care about contributing to our school and helping 
shape its future. Whatever the outcome, be proud of taking 
that step. Take a moment to appreciate how far you’ve come 
this year. Enjoy the holidays! 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
Last week, we shared our new school waiata with everyone at 
assembly. The purpose of the waiata is to share who we are, 
where our school is from and what we stand for as a kura. It 
was also awesome to see so many students, including many of 
our kaihaka, acknowledged for their hard work and dedication 
across the arts and sports. 
 
Congratulations to our junior kapa haka rōpū for placing 3rd 
overall at the Tātarakihi competition. Te mutunga kē mai o te 
pai! We were fortunate to have them perform for us at our 
school assembly. It left many of us wondering, if they’re so 
incredible now what will they be like by Year 13. 
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
As Term 3 has been another busy and exciting term for sport at 
Te Paepae o Aotea. With winter sports coming to an end and 
summer sports getting underway, there has been plenty 
happening across the school. It’s great to see so many students 
involved in sport throughout the term, representing our school, 
supporting their teams and giving their best at training, games 
and tournaments. A big congratulations to everyone who 
competed this term and to the coaches, managers and 
supporters who have helped make these opportunities possible. 
We also had a great assembly recently where we presented 
Honour Badges, recognising student achievements and 
contributions. It was awesome seeing students acknowledged 
not only for their sporting success, but also for their 
commitment, leadership and positive attitude. These 
achievements are a great reflection of the effort students put in 
both on and off the field. As we head into the final days of Term 
3, I congratulate everyone on a successful term of sport. I hope 
everyone enjoys a well-deserved break and comes back ready 
for another big term of sport in Term 4. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora, 
 
We’ve come to the end of term 3, the year is wrapping up 
nicely, and it’s important to take a few moments to recognise 
what an amazing year it’s been. I am so proud of all students of 
Te Paepae o Aotea. 
Last week our annual Shave-a-ton school team raised a total of 
$4,756 - such an awesome effort. It was an outstanding day, 
and we thank all our shave-ees, our wonderful hairdressers who 
helped out and everyone who came out and supported or 
donated to the cause. 
Our milk bottle top initiative is wrapping up, so get those last 
few bottle caps in. This event is worth just as much as any other 
whole-school event, so it’s important for deciding which awa 
will finish on top. 
Themes for Year 13 dress up week (27-30 October) have been 
confirmed: Tuesday - Dress as the first letter of your name, 
Wednesday - Decades, Thursday - Dress like a Film/TV 
character, Friday - Duos and Trios + Anything but a bag day. 
Have an awesome holiday, rest up and get some study in ready 
for one final push in term 4. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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TERM 3 
What a term it has been! Although the cold and often wet winter days can make Term 3 one of 
the most challenging, it is also one of our busiest, with a full calendar of arts and cultural 
events. 
Our Drama, Music, Visual Arts and Kapa Haka students have been working hard to complete 
performances and portfolios that contribute to their NCEA creative arts credits. Much of this 
learning extends beyond the classroom, with students sharing their talents through public 
performances and community events. 
This year’s Te Paepae o Aotea Has Talent, Waiata Reo and Music Awards once again highlighted 
the remarkable creative growth of our junior and senior students. The calibre of talent 
emerging across the kura promises exciting things for the future of the performing arts. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated. We also extend a special thank you to our 
generous sponsors, whose support enabled us to present awards to the evening’s outstanding 
performers. 
Our small group of talented students also performed at the Dance NZ Made Inter-School 
Competition. Congratulations to Isla Williamson, Libby Tate, Willow Gibb, Alexa Ogle and Emily 
Chittenden on their outstanding results. Several of the dancers also qualified for the national 
competition—an excellent achievement. 
Students showed exceptional dedication while preparing for this term’s Inter-Awa Waiata 
Competition, which showcased the musical and theatrical talents of each awa. 
This year’s featured culture was Filipino, with outstanding items performed in the language and 
style of the Philippines. We are fortunate to have talented and dedicated teachers who support 
our students as they take on this exciting challenge. 
Congratulations to Kaūpokonui for presenting the winning item. 
Our Year 7 and 8 Kapa Haka Rōpū represented Te Paepae o Aotea with pride at the Tātarakihi 
Festival. Their commitment, hard work and dedication were rewarded with outstanding results: 
1st place – Kākahu; 2nd place – Waiata-ā-ringa; 2nd place – Haka; 2nd place – Whakaeke; 3rd 
place overall. 
We are incredibly proud of the entire rōpū and everyone who supported them. 
Our staff also worked hard in preparation for their annual performance at Kāhui Whetū, 
Taranaki’s kapa haka festival for secondary-school staff, hosted this year by Taranaki Diocesan 
School for Girls. Their participation demonstrates how our staff lead by example and actively 
contribute to the arts and cultural life of our kura. 
Our Stage Band performed at the Taranaki Secondary Schools Jazz Band fundraiser hosted by 
the Taranaki Jazz Club. This was another valuable opportunity for our musicians to perform 
publicly and connect with the wider Taranaki music community. 
The Barbara Leydon Junior Drama Festival featured entertaining plays performed by both junior 
and senior thespians. Thank you to Whaea Janine and Mr Barnard for directing and supporting 
our young performers. 
Many of our groups quietly gather after school to practice and develop their skills. Our debaters 
meet every Thursday, and this term represented the school at the Taranaki Secondary Schools 
Debating Competition, held at New Plymouth Boys’ High School. A special congratulations to 
Indyka-Azaria Hill, who received a Highly Commended Speaker Award. 
A small group of students participated in the Secondary School Literacy Challenge organised by 
South Taranaki District Libraries. The students tackled 100 questions based on ten finalist titles 
from the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults. Congratulations to the team 
for accepting this demanding literary challenge. 
Throughout Te Wiki o te Reo Māori, our kura celebrated and encouraged the everyday use of te 
reo Māori. The week provided an important opportunity to support the revitalisation and 
protection of the language while recognising its place at the heart of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
unique identity. 
This term has demonstrated the enormous range of creative and cultural talent within 
Te Paepae o Aotea. We congratulate every student who performed, competed, created, 
rehearsed or represented our kura, and we thank the teachers, whānau, sponsors and 
community members who made these opportunities possible. 
 
"Te toi whakairo, ka ihiihi, ka wehiwehi, ka aweawe te ao katoa. 
Artistic excellence makes the world sit up in wonder." 
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Term 3 Sports Wrap-Up 

What a fantastic Term 3 it has been for sport at Te Paepae o Aotea. 
 
As our winter sports season comes to an end, we have had plenty to celebrate. Whether it was winning games, 
achieving top placings, competing at tournaments, representing our kura with pride or simply turning up each 
week to have fun with friends, our students have continued to make us proud. 
  
We are incredibly lucky to have a kura that supports so many sporting opportunities for our students and staff. 
Sport is about more than results. It's about building confidence, developing skills, creating friendships, showing 
respect and representing our whānau and community with pride. As we move into our summer sports season, 
let's continue working together to create positive environments where everyone can enjoy the game, grow as 
people and uphold team values both on and off the field. 
  

TPOA Titans Take on New Zealand 
Huge congratulations to our TPOA Titans esports team, who finished an incredible 2nd in New Zealand in the 
NZ Secondary Schools Esports Clash. 
 
Competing in Marvel Rivals against 20 secondary school teams from around the country, the Titans battled 
through six weeks of competition, showcasing outstanding teamwork, communication, resilience and skill. 
  
The team remained unbeaten through much of the tournament before facing a familiar rival in the final round. 
While they narrowly missed the top spot, finishing 2nd in New Zealand is a remarkable achievement and 
highlights the dedication and hard work of our students. 
 
Ka mau te wehi, Titans! We can't wait to see what you achieve next. 
  

Taranaki Primary Schools Cross Country 
Nineteen of our Year 7 and 8 students proudly represented Te Paepae o Aotea at the Taranaki Primary Schools 
Cross Country Championships. The weather certainly kept everyone guessing, with bursts of rain mixed in with 
sunshine, but our runners showed determination and resilience throughout the day. 
  
A big thank you to our whānau and supporters who came along to cheer our students across the finish line. 
Your encouragement makes a huge difference. 
  
Outstanding results from all.  Special mention goes to Ezekiel Rowell, placing 4th in the 11 Boys race. 
  

Summer Sport is Here 
Winter may be over, but there's no slowing down. 
 
Touch Rugby has officially kicked off and is now played on Fridays at the Turuturu Soccer Grounds from 
4.00pm onwards. 
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We are looking for students interested in playing Cricket. If you're keen to give it a go, please see Mr White for 
more information. 
 
Junior students (Y9-10), keep an eye on school notices for TSSSA events and sign up. 
 

Sports Uniform Reminder 
We have a number of outstanding sports uniforms that need to be returned. If you have a school sports 
uniform hiding in a drawer, school bag or on a bedroom floor, please return it to the Sports Office as soon as 
possible. 
  
Your help means we can get uniforms ready for the next group of students proudly representing our kura. 
  
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday break and thank you to all our students, staff, coaches, managers, officials 
and whānau who have supported sport at Te Paepae o Aotea throughout Term 3. We couldn't do it without 
you!. 

 
“Success comes from doing the right thing, lifting others up, and 
holding ourselves to a high standard every day.” 
Nevaeh Ratahi, Tangahoe Snr Sports Leader, Senior A Netball/ Touch Captain 
 
For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via email 
vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 
 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

TERM 4 
Thursday, 22 October Junior Futsal 
Wednesday, 28 October All Abilities Athletics 
Thursday, 5 November Junior Cricket 6s 
Wednesday, 11 November Junior Touch 
Thursday, 19 November All Abilities Cricket 
Monday, 23 November Volleyball Social 
Tuesday, 24 November Rotational Sports Day 
Wednesday, 25 November Fast 5 Netball 
Thursday, 26 November Beach Day 

Year 9 - 13 Events 
11-13 December NZSS Track & Field Championships 

 

 

S
P

O
R

T
S

 T
A

L
K

 

mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz


 

  

 

K
U

R
A

 K
A

I 
K

U
R

A
 K

A
I 



 

  

 


