
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 11 September 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
This week has been a very busy one for our Year 7 and 8 students. We have had our Year 8A netball team 
competing at the AIMS Games, winning the B Grade final 17-12 against Taupō Intermediate School and our Year 
7 and 8 kapa haka rōpū performed at Tatarakihi. All these students represented the school with pride and it was 
wonderful to see their hard work come to fruition. A sincere thank you to our staff and community members who 
have supported our students in having these amazing opportunities and experiences. 
 
Later in this newsletter, you will find a survey link for parents and caregivers to provide feedback on our draft 
Strategic Plan for 2027 and 2028. I encourage you to take this opportunity to share your thoughts so that we can 
ensure our strategic plan reflects the needs and aspirations of our community. 
 
Next week, students will be undertaking their CAA Numeracy, Writing and Reading assessments. These are 
important assessments that contribute toward students gaining their NCEA qualifications. Please encourage your 
child to prepare thoroughly and to make use of the additional tutorials being offered by staff. 
 
At the end of next week, we will hold a whole-school assembly to recognise students who are achieving amazing 
things within our community. You are warmly invited to join us as we present honours badges and celebrate a 
range of student achievements. 
 
The final week of term will see our senior students sitting their practice examinations. These exams are very 
important for three key reasons and students should prepare accordingly: 
 

1. Practice examinations help students identify areas of strength and areas where further learning is 
required. 

2. Practice examination grades are used when determining top-performing students in subjects and year 
levels. 

3. Practice examination grades may be used as emergency derived grades in circumstances such as illness 
or bereavement at the end of the year. 

 
Parents and caregivers of our Year 7-10 students can meet with whānau teachers on Tuesday, 22 September. If 
you have not yet booked an appointment, I encourage you to do so. These meetings provide an excellent 
opportunity to gain an accurate understanding of the progress your child has made so far this year. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our school. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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NZC Maths Practice Tool for Years 3 to 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school 
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https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/
https://tepaepaeoaotea.careerwise.school/
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Please record any clashes that you may have 
during Senior Exam week using the link below 

Practice Edam Clashes 2026 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf5wuTM-cIytEj6-wCK5x7ZdUMDBQV1JNUEVCQ05PUEY0M1NKNDhHSTBWQS4u&route=shorturl
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Click here to make a Booking 
 

https://www.console.skoolloop.com/interviews/24424/?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv2_a1demo062bszps&fbclid=IwY2xjawUELYtwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVZDVVltRDlPOVhvc0thcVhzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEecEV4QGwlC14UTFD2aU2-Kk1gbTH03_L-QlYPDSdASy9C_5csuyw9XZLD_Lk_aem_q1iD6riUhgVYeUIs9Lh40g


 

  

 

 

Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement  
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Te Paepae o Aotea Strategic Plan 2027-2028 –  
Whānau and Caregiver Feedback Survey 
We are seeking feedback on our draft Strategic Plan 2027-2028. We want to know whether our 
proposed goals and actions reflect the aspirations of our students, whānau and wider community. 
The strategic goals focus on culture and wellbeing, student achievement, and future pathways.  

Te Paepae o Aotea Strategic Plan 2027-2028 - Whānau and Caregiver Feedback Survey 
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf97UwTDjHyhHihmQyU7DDSJUNkFMUE1VRE01TVM4RU1MRkxQTVg4NjZFNi4u&route=shorturl


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 

 

Ministry of Health Update: 

The Ministry of Health are no longer administering a second (top up) immunisation in schools (2026 onwards). 
All Year 7-8 students who had their immunisation earlier this year at school are now finished. 
(They can be given the last top up dose at their GP for free if you choose to do arrange this). 

In October, the nurses will be coming back into school to administer any catch-ups (Year 7-8 students who 
missed their immunisation in April at school). They will be following up with students they know did not hand 
in forms. If you are new to Te Paepae o Aotea and wish to have your child immunised at school this year, 
please email either: 

Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz or Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz  
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tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz


 

  

School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

1.   

Kia ora koutou 

It has been another busy few weeks for the Academic Council. 
Following our successful Chase week, we held one final surprise 
round, with Caroline “Caro the Queen Crusher” Colville taking 
on Kevin “Big Brain” Barnard in a fast-paced Chaser vs Chaser 
competition. Caroline came out on top, taking the win in what 
was a great way to finish off The Chase for the year. Thank you 
to everyone who came along to watch and support the event. 

With just one week to go until practice exams begin, now is the 
time to make sure you are organised and prepared. Use the 
next few days to review key content, complete any unfinished 
work and focus on the areas you are least confident in. A small 
amount of focused revision each day can make a significant 
difference. 

Good luck to everyone preparing for practice exams and make 
the most of the support available around the school. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
Today our teina will be performing in the regional Tatarakihi 
kapa haka competition held at the hub. They have plenty of 
supporters there in person to tautoko, as they bring to life our 
kura value of paepae -  being courageous in taking to the stage. 
Can't wait to see the performance. 
 
A shoutout to the two candidates standing for Student Board 
Rep, Willem and Tama. Also, remember tuakana, it’s time to 
make sure you're enrolled to vote in the upcoming general 
election.  
 
Next week is Te Wiki o te Reo Maori, so let’s join together in 
celebrating our indigenous language. Keep an eye out for next 
week’s activities. 
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
It’s been a busy couple of weeks for sport with a lot of our 
teams getting out and representing the school. Our Senior A 
Netball team travelled to Lower Hutt for Tournament Week and 
gave it their all throughout the week. It was great to see the 
team putting in the effort and supporting each other. Our First 
XI Hockey team also travelled away for Tournament Week in 
Carterton. The team worked hard across the week and finished 
8th overall. They then played their final game of the season on 
Tuesday and it was a nailbiting finish in shootouts. Inglewood 
took the win but the team kept their heads high and finished a 
great season coming 2nd place after giving everything 
throughout the year. A big thanks to everyone who has been 
involved with the team. 
This week, our Year 7 & 8 Netball team are heading to AIMS 
Games. We wish them all the best for the week and hope they 
have a great time, enjoy the experience and represent 
Te Paepae o Aotea well. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora, 
 
We have a very exciting event coming up next week, the annual 
shave-a-thon. We have five students and two staff members 
currently signed on and it is very exciting to have staff and 
board members volunteer to come help with the shaving 
process. 
It would be really awesome to see lots of people supporting the 
event next Wednesday lunchtime outside the canteen. 
Donations are greatly appreciated - search Te Paepae o Aotea 
on the Shave for a Cure website or come support our sausage 
sizzle fundraiser on Monday. 
An email has been sent to all Year 13s regarding senior dress up 
week and leavers hoodies, if we could have these filled in as 
soon as possible that would be great. 
Our milk bottle top initiative will continue to run throughout 
this term, so please keep bringing them in. It is making a 
difference. Throughout September we will have a class 
competition running, so bring in your milk bottle tops for a 
chance to win a pizza shout. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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After weeks of dedicated practice, Te Paepae o Aotea held its annual Inter Awa Waiata Competition. This year's Filipino theme 
brought a vibrant display of beautiful costumes and creative props. Every Awa delivered strong vocal performances, making for 
an outstanding competition. Congratulations to Kaūpokonui, who claimed the title for 2026! 
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The Academic Leaders hosted LRA: The Chase where students went head-to-head in their Awa groups against teachers from 
Te Paepae o Aotea. The competition was fierce, the energy was high, and everyone had a fantastic time. Congratulations to 
the teachers, who came away with the win. Then came the Chasers Thrash It Out competition with Caroline Colville, 
"Caro the Queen Crusher", took on Kevin Barnard, "Big Brain Barnard" in a battle of wits and determination. After a spirited 
contest, “Caro the Queen Crusher” emerged victorious with a final score of 63-49. 
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To donate for Shave for a Cure click on the link: https://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/fundraisers/tepaepaeoaotea 

 

https://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/fundraisers/tepaepaeoaotea


 

  

 

Sports Round-Up: A Fortnight to Remember 

What a massive fortnight of sport it has been for Te Paepae o Aotea. Amazing results, incredible experiences, 
personal growth and lifelong memories have all been created while proudly representing our kura, whānau 
and community. 
 
Over the past two weeks, I have been fortunate to travel from Wellington for the Lower North Island 
Secondary Schools (LNISS) Netball Tournament through to the sunny Bay of Plenty for the AIMS Games in 
Mount Maunganui. Behind every tournament are months of dedication, sacrifice, training sessions, weekend 
games and hard work. For everyone involved, I know it has been an enjoyable, rewarding and memorable 
experience. 
  

Senior A Netball 
Our Senior A Netball team knew the LNISS Tournament would be highly competitive and challenging. While 
the results may not have gone exactly as hoped, there were countless learnings, personal milestones and team 
goals achieved throughout the week. 
 
It was fantastic seeing our players compete against some of the best teams in the region while continuing to 
develop their skills and confidence. Best of all, the team successfully retained their place in A Grade. 
A huge thank you to Vic, Jen and Pauline for their guidance and support throughout the season and to Lakein 
for the important role he played during the tournament. 
 
We farewell Year 13 students, Lakein Woods and Carly Meynell, wishing them every success for the future. 
 
Good luck to our Senior A team as they head to New Plymouth next week to compete in the Taranaki Netball 
Championships. 
  

AIMS Games Netball 
Our 8A Netball team has made history as the first Te Paepae o Aotea team to represent our kura at the AIMS 
Games. 
 
The tournament has been an eye-opening and unforgettable experience for this young group. For many 
players, this week has been filled with firsts, creating opportunities for significant personal growth both on and 
off the court, building lifelong friendships and memories along the way. 
 
Placed in a very tough grading pool, the team faced strong opposition from schools across New Zealand. After 
narrowly missing out on A Grade qualification, 8A showed incredible resilience to battle their way into the B 
Grade Final against Taupō Intermediate School, winning 17-12. Playing 10 games in six days is an enormous 
achievement, and we couldn't be prouder of what this group has accomplished. 
 
Thank you to all the whānau who travelled to support, cheered from the sidelines and helped whenever 
needed, along with those back home who sent messages of encouragement. A special thank you to Tachelle 
and Kelly for the countless hours and support they have provided to ensure our team was ready to perform. 

S
P

O
R

T
S

 T
A

L
K

 



 

  

Hockey Success 
Congratulations to our Te Paepae o Aotea 1st XI Mixed Hockey team who recently competed in the Wollaston 
Trophy Team Championship in Carterton. 
 
The team played some excellent hockey throughout the week, with many matches that could have gone either 
way. Their final match against Chanel College ended scoreless in regulation time, leading to a tense shootout. 
Despite a determined effort, Chanel College came out on top, leaving Te Paepae o Aotea with a fantastic 8th-
place finish overall. 
 
A special thank you to coach Rachel Williams, manager Deidre Coogan and parent support and everyone who 
travelled to Carterton to support the team. But wait ……. hockey wasn't over just yet, with our two teams 
competing in the Taranaki Secondary Schools Hockey Finals. 
 
1st XI Mixed Team 

• Championship Final vs Inglewood High School.  An outstanding match that also went to a shootout. 
Finished the season as Runners Up. 
 

2nd XI Mixed Team 
• Defeated SHGC 4-1 in the Top 4 Mixed Championship.  Finished the season 3rd. 

 
Congratulations to both teams on their achievements. 
  

Basketball 
Our TPOA Year 9-10 Basketball team recently competed in the Taranaki Steelformers Year 9-10 Tournament 
against strong opposition from across the region. 
After winning the Championship Division last year, the team stepped up to challenge themselves in the 
Premier Division. While results didn't quite fall their way, the tournament provided a fantastic opportunity to 
test themselves against quality opposition, gain valuable experience and continue developing their skills both 
on and off the court. 
We are proud of their commitment and growth throughout the competition. 
  

National Champion Alert 
A huge congratulations  to Emma-May Bublitz on her outstanding achievement at the recent Brazilian Jiu Jitsu 
North Island Championships. Emma-May earned a Gold Medal, finishing 1st in the Juvenile Women's 
Featherweight Blue Belt Division. 
 
This is an exceptional accomplishment and reflects the hard work, dedication and commitment Emma-May has 
shown in her sport. We are incredibly proud of her success and look forward to seeing what she achieves next. 
Congratulations, Emma-May. 
  

Thank You 
To all of our coaches, managers, staff, sponsors, whānau, supporters, and community members. Thank you for 
helping make these opportunities possible for our students. 
 
These tournaments, experiences, and memories simply would not happen without your support, generosity 
and encouragement. As rewarding as the last two weeks have been, after travelling across the North Island 
and watching our students shine on some of the biggest stages, I am very much looking forward to a sleep-in 
and a little bit of downtime before the next busy season begins. 
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Success is not final, failure is not fatal. It is the courage to continue 
that counts. 
Munjah Hori, 8A Netball 
 
For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 
 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Friday, 18 September Tough Guys & Girl Challenge 
TERM 4 
Thursday, 22 October Junior Futsal 
Wednesday, 28 October All Abilities Athletics 
Thursday, 5 November Junior Cricket 6s 
Wednesday, 11 November Junior Touch 
Thursday, 19 November All Abilities Cricket 
Monday, 23 November Volleyball Social 
Tuesday, 24 November Rotational Sports Day 
Wednesday, 25 November Fast 5 Netball 
Thursday, 26 November Beach Day 

Year 7 - 8 Events 

Wednesday, 23 September Taranaki Primary Schools Cross Country 

Year 9 - 13 Events 
11-13 December NZSS Track & Field Championships 
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mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
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Click here to order a 2026 Year 13 Leavers Hoodie 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTfzFaI938hbJMixRAgcINAU5UQTdQUFBUSUZSMkxMTjBNRVJJNlY2NUVWRS4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawUO9wZwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMTRGSGlHbGlwRE1KakZONXBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe7BZ5xJyHR9r8lCDwVPZjuF0dx5RD4772J4NOvVruTUvfkuowN6fRq0DHZoU_aem_kLH_UvPsCaV7Va2Lcd4A-g


 

  

 


