
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 28 August 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
This week, we received the sad news that Floss Noble, one of our much-loved Learning Assistants, had passed away. Floss was 
a force to be reckoned with; fiercely loyal and unwavering in her commitment to our young people. She always had the best 
interests of our students at heart. During her time at Te Paepae o Aotea and Hāwera High School, she served our community 
for more than 20 years and was our longest-serving Learning Assistant. During this time of grief, we would like to thank our 
community for the support you have shown as we adjusted some of our plans and schedules this week. 
 
This week's Music Awards were a wonderful reflection of the values at the heart of Te Paepae o Aotea. Through their 
performances, leadership and support of one another, our students demonstrated our school values of Aotea, Taupaenui and 
Paepae. They showed courage by sharing their talents with an audience, commitment through the many hours dedicated to 
rehearsal and preparation, and excellence in the high standard of performances presented on the night. Just as importantly, 
they embodied the spirit of whanaungatanga, encouraging and celebrating the success of their peers. We are incredibly proud 
of all the students who helped make the event a memorable celebration of talent, growth and collective success. 
 
Next week, our basketball, hockey and netball teams will travel to represent the school at Winter Tournament Week, with our 
Year 7 and 8 netball team competing the following week. We know these teams will have an amazing experience and represent 
our school with pride. Keep an eye out for their results. 
 
Construction in the Te Ramanui block continues to progress well and we are looking forward to the completion of the first 
stage in late November. We will continue to share progress photos so you can see the significant amount of work taking place 
under the tent. 
 
Nominations opened this week for the student representative position on the School Board. Please encourage your child to 
put their name forward if they are interested in learning more about governance. Taiharuru Ratima, our current 
representative, is happy to speak with any interested students. 
 
Results for our senior students continue to track well and we have seen a significant increase in the number of credits achieved 
over the past month. Many students have already gained their Level 1, 2 or 3 qualification which is fantastic to see. The focus 
now shifts to achieving quality credits through Merit and Excellence endorsements, while also ensuring students gain sufficient 
credits in each subject to keep future pathway options open. Merit and Excellence grades contribute to a stronger Grade Point 
Average for scholarship and tertiary programme applications. 
 
Senior practice exams will take place in the final week of the term. These exams are very important, as they provide derived 
grades should an emergency occur during end-of-year assessments. They are also used when determining top subject and 
year-level awards. 
 
The next round of Numeracy and Literacy CAA assessments will take place in Week 9, beginning 14 September. If your child is 
in Year 10 or above and has not yet passed these assessments, they should make the most of both classroom learning time 
and the after-school support sessions available. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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NZC Maths Practice for Years 3 to 8 
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https://nzc-maths-practice.nz/
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Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement  
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 

 

Ministry of Health Update: 

The Ministry of Health are no longer administering a second (top up) immunisation in schools (2026 onwards). 
All Year 7-8 students who had their immunisation earlier this year at school are now finished. 
(They can be given the last top up dose at their GP for free if you choose to do arrange this). 

In October, the nurses will be coming back into school to administer any catch-ups (Year 7-8 students who 
missed their immunisation in April at school). They will be following up with students they know did not hand 
in forms. If you are new to Te Paepae o Aotea and wish to have your child immunised at school this year, 
please email either: 

Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz Or Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz 
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tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:027%20517%203480
mailto:Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:Anne.Jonas@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:Naomi.Brown@tdhb.org.nz


 

  

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home, we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 
handles, counter tops, bathroom areas. 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 
protection. 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

1.   

Kia ora koutou 

It has been another busy few weeks for the Academic Council, 
with The Chase taking place this week. It was great to see so 
many students getting involved, supporting their awa, and 
coming along to watch each round. A big thank you to everyone 
who participated, as well as those staff who stepped up as our 
Chasers and helped make the event such a success. 

Looking ahead, next week we are excited to have university 
students visiting the school. This will be a great opportunity for 
students to hear first-hand about university life, study and what 
to expect after leaving school. If you are considering university 
in the future, I encourage you to make the most of the 
opportunity and ask plenty of questions. 

As always, keep working hard and making the most of the 
opportunities available to you. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
Thanks to everyone who took part in last week’s Teacher Quiz, 
and to the teachers who shared tidbits about themselves. Who 
would have guessed that Mr Campbell trained as a circus clown, 
or that Mr Kumar was trapped in a cave for 10 days? How well 
did you know your teachers? 
 
A mihi to our amazing students who shared their musical talents 
at this week’s Music Awards and to Mr Campbell, his team and 
the sponsors who made it possible. Our kura values were on full 
display. A big shoutout to our Cultural Leaders who all took the 
stage- I am so proud of you all. 
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
As we head into an exciting few weeks of school sport, there is 
plenty to look forward to at Te Paepae o Aotea.  
Tournament Week is just around the corner, with our Senior A 
Netball and first XI Hockey teams preparing to travel away and 
represent our school.  
Senior A netball is heading to Wellington and our first XI hockey 
to Carterton. This is a great opportunity for our students to 
compete against school teams from around the country, while 
showing the teamwork, determination and sportsmanship that 
these team have displayed throughout the regular season. I 
wish both teams the very best of luck and encourage everyone 
to get behind them and show their support. 
The excitement doesn’t stop there! The following week, our 
Year 7 and 8 Netball team will travel to AIMS Games to compete 
against schools from across New Zealand. This is an amazing 
experience for our younger athletes and a fantastic opportunity 
to develop their skills and create lasting memories. Good luck to 
all our teams.  
 

Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora, 
 
We are over halfway through term 3, but it is certainly not 
slowing down. 
 
Daffodil Day is 28 August, and our shave-a-ton is coming up in 
the next few weeks. There are plenty of opportunities to get 
involved and support the Cancer Society. It’s awesome to see 
five students already registered and starting their fundraising 
journey. Please support our students and make an awesome 
contribution to our community. 
 
Our milk bottle top initiative will continue to run throughout 
this term, so please keep bringing them in – it’s making a 
difference. Throughout September we will have a class 
competition running, so bring in your milk bottle tops for a 
chance to win a pizza shout! 
 
Coming up in Week 9 is our next LRA Gumboot throwing. Get 
ready to earn some points for your awa! 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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Winter Sports Wrap-Up: What a Season 

As the winter sports season starts wrapping up, it's time to give a massive shoutout to all our Te Paepae o 
Aotea athletes, coaches, managers, whānau and supporters. 
 
From cold mornings and muddy fields to exciting finishes and hard fought battles, our students have 
represented our kura with pride, determination and plenty of heart. We have seen some fantastic results 
across all winter codes, but more importantly, we've seen students growing in confidence, teamwork, 
resilience and leadership. 
 

TPOA Secret Weapon: Whānau & Community Support 

Sport doesn't happen without an amazing team behind the team. A huge thank you to our whānau, 
volunteers, coaches, managers, drivers, supporters and community members who give up their time to help 
our students enjoy these opportunities. Whether you have coached, transported players, managed a team, 
washed uniforms or cheered from the sidelines, we appreciate you. 
 

Tournament Time 

The excitement is building as three of our teams prepare for their Winter Tournament Week. We wish our 
Hockey and Netball teams all the very best as they head away to compete, learn and create memories 
together. 
 
These tournaments are about much more than wins and losses. They provide amazing opportunities to build 
friendships, develop independence, challenge yourself and proudly represent Te Paepae o Aotea. 
 
Go well, play hard, and enjoy every moment. 
 

Next Stop: AIMS Games 

The week after tournament week, one of our talented Year 8 Netball teams heads to Tauranga to compete at 
the AIMS Games. 
 
What an incredible achievement. Competing against some of the best intermediate aged athletes from around 
New Zealand is an experience they will never forget. We are excited to follow their journey and know they will 
do our kura proud. 
 

Fair Play Matters 

As our season comes to an end, one thing remains more important than any scoreline: the way we treat 
others. 
Positive attitudes, fair play, encouragement and respect are what make great teams. Winning feels good, but 
supporting your teammates, showing resilience when things get tough, and displaying good sportsmanship, 
are qualities that truly matter.
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At Te Paepae o Aotea, we believe sport helps grow: 
• good people 
• strong leaders 
• positive role models 
• lifelong skills and friendships. 

 
Whether you are on the field, court, sideline, or in the crowd, positive vibes make a huge difference. 
 

Representative Honours 

Congratulations to all students who have represented Taranaki and other representative teams throughout 
the year. Earning selection in representative teams takes dedication, commitment and hard work, and we are 
incredibly proud of your achievements. 
 
We will continue celebrating representative successes on our Facebook page, so keep us updated with your 
sporting adventures. 
 

Summer Is Coming 

Believe it or not, summer sport is just around the corner. 
 
School Touch begins this term on Friday evenings. Teams for Y7-8 grades will be out soon. 
Keep an eye on our Te Paepae o Aotea Facebook page for draws, registrations, updates, results and plenty of 
sporting highlights. 
 
2026 Year 7-8 Girls and Boys School Grade Touch Registration 
  

Uniform Reminder 

As teams finish their seasons, please remember to return all school sports uniforms as soon as possible. 
 
A quick wash and prompt return helps us get organised for upcoming tournaments and seasons. Thank you for 
helping us look after our gear. 
 
To every student who represented Te Paepae o Aotea this winter, thank you. You have represented our kura 
with pride, passion, and determination. Whether you scored the winning goal, made a crucial tackle, 
encouraged a teammate, or simply gave your best effort, you have contributed to another successful winter 
sporting season. 
 
Ka pai everyone. Good luck to all teams travelling away. Play with pride, have fun and make memories. 
 

If you going to miss the bus, miss it running! 
Cameron Tong – 1st XI Mixed Hockey 
 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf65AucKaXzBHgofhCh8EkJVUQjRGTDM3SFBDSUtGTUFOQ0IwRUJaN0hEUC4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwY2xjawTnVexwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVV4ZHU5VlM0cUVVZGQ2SmJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe3XMvS1cQf7_oayNdqtPIM9pht5LwFsxRLa1PN8bIMefNY1OZdlrsk_Fe3Jw_aem_eTxVPEE0gMqO50_TAh8Sgw
mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz


 

  

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Friday, 18 September Tough Guys & Girl Challenge 

Year 7 - 8 Events 

7-11 September AIMS Games 

Year 9 - 13 Events 
Monday, 31 August – 4 September NZSS Winter Tournament 
Thursday, 3 September NZSS Road Race Relay 

Whole School Events 
Thursday, 10 September Sport & Cultural Photos 

 

 

Girls In Sports - Support HER line 

 

SupportHER Line | 2degrees  
  

S
P

O
R

T
S

 T
A

L
K

 

https://www.2degrees.nz/supportherclub/supportherline
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