
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 14 August 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
All students attended Attitude presentations this week. The Year 7 and 8 presentation was Tackling Technology, 
the Year 9 and 10 presentation was Get a Life and the senior presentation was Building and Maintaining Healthy 
Relationships. These presentations are always extremely worthwhile for our students and provide practical 
strategies to support their growth and wellbeing. Further information about these presentations can be found on 
the Attitude website: High Schools Presentations — Attitude 
 
This week, our Year 11 students participated in a Road Safety Day organised by RoadSafe Taranaki. This is always 
a highly educational and eye-opening experience for our students. If you have a Year 11 student, it would be 
beneficial to have follow-up conversations at home about the programme. Many of our Year 11 students are 
beginning to gain their learner licence and we hope this course provides them with the knowledge and skills to 
make safe and responsible decisions as they begin their driving journey. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child attends school regularly. Regular attendance is critical 
for success at school. During the winter months, when illness is more prevalent in the community, it is not always 
easy to decide whether to send your child to school or keep them at home. The following are key messages from 
the Ministry of Education: 

• Students can attend school if they have mild symptoms such as a mild cough, headache or runny nose 
and are otherwise well, happy and eating and drinking normally. 

• Students should stay home if they have a fever, vomiting or diarrhoea. 
• Parents and caregivers are encouraged to contact the school to discuss any health concerns. 
• Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school — guidance for parents and caregivers 

 
We have several careers events coming up on the school calendar. Please keep an eye out for these events and 
encourage our junior students to continue exploring career opportunities. For many of our senior students, it is 
important to begin taking a more in-depth look at the careers that interest them. Subject selection for senior 
students will be completed this term for 2027. It is imperative that students select the appropriate subjects for 
the career pathways they wish to pursue. 
 
Our Music Awards will be held during the week beginning 24 August. These evenings are always a wonderful 
opportunity to see our students challenge themselves and shine on stage. Our students greatly appreciate the 
support they receive from whānau and the wider community both during the performances and in the lead-up to 
this special event. 
 
The student representative election for the School Board will take place in September. All students from Year 9 
onwards are eligible to be nominated. Students who are interested in this position are encouraged to attend the 
School Board meeting on 27 August at 5:00pm to gain a greater understanding of the role. I would also encourage 
interested students to speak with our current student representative, Taiharuru Ratima. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 

https://www.attitude.org.nz/high-school-presentations
https://www.healthnz.govt.nz/health-topics/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-environments/going-to-school/knowing-if-your-child-is-well-enough-to-go-to-school-guidance-for-parents
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Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement  
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 
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tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:027%20517%203480
mailto:Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz


 

  

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home, we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 
handles, counter tops, bathroom areas. 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 
protection. 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

1.   

Kia ora koutou 

There is plenty coming up as we move further into Term 3. In 
Week 6, the Academic Council will be running The Chase. 
Students will have the chance to put their general knowledge to 
the test, work together and earn points for their awa. Keep an 
eye out over the next couple of weeks for more information 
about when and how you can get involved. 
 
Looking further ahead, practice exams are coming up towards 
the end of the term. Now is a good time to start preparing 
rather than leaving everything until the last minute. Staying on 
top of your classwork, identifying areas you need to revise and 
asking your teachers for help early will make the lead-up to 
exams much easier. 
 
There is still plenty of time to prepare, so make the most of the 
weeks ahead and keep working towards your academic goals. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
I’m excited to share that in the last few months, with input from 
our school community, we have composed a waiata for our 
kura. This will soon be shared with all our students, staff and 
school community. 
 
The waiata expresses our connection to our local place and 
unique identity, shares our values and aspirations and the 
strength and belonging of our whole school community. The 
waiata can be sung in many different situations to express our 
kura pride and identity. For example, at assemblies and 
prizegivings and when we are representing our kura.  
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
It’s been another exciting week of sport, with plenty of 
opportunities for students to get involved and show their 
competitive spirit. Last week, our LRA event brought students 
together for some great competition and participation. A big 
thank you to everyone who took part and helped make the 
event a success. It was awesome seeing students getting 
involved, supporting their teams and enjoying themselves. One 
of the highlights of last week was volleyball, particularly the 
Staff vs Students match. After a competitive game, the staff 
came away with the win! Congratulations to the staff, but I’m 
sure the students will be looking for a chance to redeem 
themselves. Thank you to everyone who continues to support 
and participate in school sport.  
Keep an eye out for upcoming sporting events in school. We 
have more student v staff events coming up so keep your eyes 
peeled. We have three teams heading away to winter 
tournament week shortly. Senior A netball, XI hockey, and 
junior boys’ basketball. I‘m sure all participants are very excited. 
Wishing all sporting teams representing our school the very 
best.  
Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora, 
 
We have lots of initiatives running throughout the community 
space. It would be amazing to see our community getting 
together and backing our students. 
 
Daffodil Day is coming up, so look out for a potential event 
around that soon! 
 
16 September is our annual Shave-a-thon and Crazy Hair Day. 
This is an event where students and staff fundraise and shave 
their hair for the cancer society. It’s awesome that five students 
have already registered and are starting their fundraising 
journey. Please support our students. That would be an 
awesome contribution to our community. 
 
Our milk bottle top initiative will continue to run throughout 
this term, so please keep bringing them in. It’s making a 
difference. Special shoutout to Kaupokonui - currently in the 
lead. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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Click on the link to register 2026 Music Awards 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf16EYUyjCxZJtrPOi8cUYdBUOURHTlZQVVJNQ1pFWkNWSVYzSkhNWDg1Ni4u&route=shorturl


 

  

 

Celebarting Success and Looking Ahead  

It has been another action-packed period of sport at Te Paepae o Aotea, with students achieving success 
across a range of codes while many of our teams prepare for important matches and upcoming tournaments. 
 

Student Achievement Success 

We continue to be incredibly proud of the sporting accomplishments of our tauira both in and out of school. 
We know there are many students achieving great things in their chosen sports, and we want to celebrate 
those successes with our school community. 

If your child has represented a club, region, province or achieved success in their sport, please ensure 
achievement forms are completed and returned to the Sports Office so they can be recognised in our 
newsletters, assemblies and prizegiving events. 
 

International Touch Success 

Congratulations to Afeef Ridzuan, who recently represented his home country at the Malaysia National Touch 
Competition. Competing alongside three older siblings, Afeef helped his team secure the gold medal in the 
Open Mixed Division, an outstanding achievement and one that Te Paepae o Aotea is extremely proud to 
celebrate. 
 

Gas It Rowing Challenge Creates Excitement 

The Gas It Rowing Challenge is now underway, with students and staff stepping up to test themselves on the 
rowing machines. Participants are taking on the 500m Individual Sprint and the 1500m Team Relay, creating 
plenty of friendly competition and school spirit along the way. 
 

Students Challenge the Staff 

Last week's staff versus students volleyball clash provided plenty of entertainment for spectators. The students 
showed determination and energy throughout the contest, pushing the staff every step of the way. However, 
experience prevailed, with the staff claiming a 33-16 victory. Congratulations to everyone involved for the 
fantastic effort and positive sportsmanship displayed. 
  

Rugby Highlights 

A huge congratulations to our Year 7-8 Girls 7s Rugby Team, who were crowned Taranaki Primary School 7s 
Rugby Champions after a dominant tournament performance. The girls played outstanding rugby throughout 
the day and thoroughly deserved their title. 

S
P

O
R

T
S

 T
A

L
K

 



 

  

Our Year 7-8 Boys 7s Rugby Team also performed strongly, recording several wins and showing tremendous 
determination throughout the competition. 

At secondary level, our 1st XV Rugby team recently competed in their semi-final against FDMC 2nd XV. The 
team has worked hard all season despite having limited game opportunities and should be extremely proud of 
reaching the semi-final stage. A special thank you goes to Shann Stevens and Stewart McPhail for their 
dedication and commitment in coaching and managing the team throughout the season. 

A special mention must also go to our Under 16 Girls Rugby Team. Unfortunately, the team narrowly missed 
out on a semi-final opportunity due to an incorrect calculation of competition points. Despite this 
disappointment, the girls had an outstanding season, consistently fronting up week after week and competing 
with pride. Congratulations to Pare and the entire team for their commitment, resilience, and positive attitude 
throughout the campaign. 
 

Basketball 

Our basketball teams are entering the business end of the season. 

The Senior Boys Basketball team has been in exceptional form and has earned a place in the semi-finals. They 
will face NPBHS Black next Monday for an opportunity to advance to the championship final. We wish the boys 
all the very best as they take on this exciting challenge. 

The Junior Boys Basketball Team also remains in contention for a semi-final berth. Their upcoming match 
against FDMC 10A is a must-win game, with the result likely determining their chances of progressing to the 
finals series. Good luck boys! 
 

Winter Tournament Week Approaches 

The countdown is officially on for Winter Tournament Week. Our teams have been preparing hard and are 
looking forward to representing Te Paepae o Aotea across a range of sports. We know our students will wear 
the school colours with pride and compete with determination, respect and sportsmanship. 

We wish all teams safe travels and every success as they head away to compete. 
 

Looking Ahead to Touch Rugby 

Registrations are now open for the 2026 Year 7-8 School Grade Touch Competition. The nine-week 
competition begins on 18 September and runs through until 27 November at the Hāwera Soccer Club Grounds. 

Students interested in taking part are encouraged to register their interest as soon as possible. 

2026 Year 7-8 Girls and Boys School Grade Touch Registration 

 

Sports Fees Reminder 

A friendly reminder that any outstanding sports fees are now due. These fees contribute towards transport, 
tournament entries, officials, uniforms and other costs that help provide quality sporting opportunities for our 
students. 

We appreciate the continued support of our whānau. 

 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf65AucKaXzBHgofhCh8EkJVUQjRGTDM3SFBDSUtGTUFOQ0IwRUJaN0hEUC4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwY2xjawTnVexwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVV4ZHU5VlM0cUVVZGQ2SmJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe3XMvS1cQf7_oayNdqtPIM9pht5LwFsxRLa1PN8bIMefNY1OZdlrsk_Fe3Jw_aem_eTxVPEE0gMqO50_TAh8Sgw


 

  

Thank You 

Thank you to all coaches, managers, staff, whānau, sponsors and supporters who continue to give their time 
and energy to our sports programmes. Your commitment makes a significant difference and provides our 
students with opportunities to grow, compete and succeed. 

Kia kaha to all our athletes as we head into an exciting few weeks of competition. Keep striving, keep 
supporting one another and continue to represent Te Paepae o Aotea with pride. 

Stay persistent, trust the process, and remember greatness is born from 
perseverance and hardwork! – Afeef Ridzuan, National Touch Representative 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Wednesday, 19 August 7s & All Ability 
Tuesday, 25 August Ki o Rahi 

Year 7 - 8 Events 

7-11 September Aims Games 

Year 9 - 13 Events 
Monday, 31 August – 4 September NZSS Winter Tournament 
Thursday, 3 September NZSS Road Race Relay 

 

 

2026 Year 7-8 Girls and Boys School Grade Touch Registration 
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mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf65AucKaXzBHgofhCh8EkJVUQjRGTDM3SFBDSUtGTUFOQ0IwRUJaN0hEUC4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwY2xjawTnVexwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVV4ZHU5VlM0cUVVZGQ2SmJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe3XMvS1cQf7_oayNdqtPIM9pht5LwFsxRLa1PN8bIMefNY1OZdlrsk_Fe3Jw_aem_eTxVPEE0gMqO50_TAh8Sgw
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Criteria for the Senior Year 
11-13 Honour Badges is 
available on our school 

website or 
on the back of the 
application form. 

tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

ALL COMPLETED 
APPLICATION FORMS ARE 
TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Application Form 

 

H
O

N
O

U
R

 B
A

D
G

E
S

 

https://tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:a9ad2bcf-7d63-4099-a4d0-a9c716df1eee?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUlF2ZDR1RGI3VGpzb05QVXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7fkHlyp0R2UMilkEAcykKCH_0Q7Uoez5Rp6f7pqy3dV4KAdOer6SaCW5YTBQ_aem_6oySPEgdW3r__jUpm3o5vQ
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