
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 31 July 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Our students represented Te Paepae o Aotea with pride and were a credit to our community during the 
recent Whanganui High School sports exchange. Unfortunately, Whanganui High School proved too 
strong overall and took home the trophy. Well done to all those involved in the exchange. 
 
Junior students have recently received their mid-term progress reports. These reports follow the new 
reporting guidelines set by the Ministry of Education and use five Progress Descriptors to describe each 
student's learning. The descriptors clearly show the progress being made in relation to year-level 
expectations. The goal for each student is to reach 'Proficient' or above by the end of the year. Please 
take the time to read and discuss this report with your child and contact their teacher if you have any 
questions. 
 
Senior students received their credit accumulation reports last Friday. If you have not already done so, 
please take the opportunity to sit down with your child and review their progress. This is a valuable 
opportunity to discuss how many credits they still need to achieve their qualification and the goals they 
set at the beginning of the year. Many of our students set themselves aspirational goals of gaining Merit 
and Excellence endorsements for both their overall qualification and individual subjects. This report 
should clearly indicate whether they are on track to meet these goals. Remember, you can log in to My 
KAMAR via the school website at any time to access up to date information. This is a crucial stage of 
the year for senior students, and we know from experience that the more effort they invest in their 
studies now, the more successful they will be in their remaining internal assessments and end-of-year 
examinations. If you have any questions about your child's progress, please contact their whānau 
teacher in the first instance. 
 
As part of both the senior and junior reports, there is an attendance section. Thank you to everyone 
who takes the time to communicate with us when their child is absent. Our aim is to have as many 
students as possible within the green attendance threshold, meaning they attend school 90% of the 
time or more. Please continue to encourage regular attendance and keep in touch whenever your child 
is unable to attend school. 
 
The focus for whānau hui and assemblies this term is our school value of Paepae. Paepae represents 
courage, adventure, strength, and persistence. Our Week 1 assemblies celebrated the many positive 
habits students have brought into Term 3, including excellent attendance, positive participation, correct 
uniform, kindness towards others, leadership and caring for our school environment. Students were 
also reminded about expectations regarding digital device use, online behaviour and bus safety. Looking 
ahead, information was shared about the Year 10 Formal and the Year 7–8 Celebration, with eligibility 
linked to attendance and behaviour. The key message for the term is simple: focus on learning, be kind 
and get involved in everything our school has to offer. 
 
 



 

  

One of the major events on our school calendar this term is our annual Awa Waiata competition. This 
event encourages many of our students to step outside their comfort zones as they learn and perform 
a waiata in te reo Māori and another language. This year's additional language is Filipino. While this will 
certainly be a challenge for many students, I am confident they will rise to the occasion and exceed our 
expectations. 
 
Last week we completed our annual lockdown drill. Staff and students responded positively throughout 
the exercise. Harrison Tew works closely with us to develop our emergency procedures and guide our 
emergency drills. This year, we received very positive feedback from his team regarding our 
performance. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our students in winter sports this year. Our students have 
consistently displayed our school values on and off the field, and we are very proud of their efforts. 
Many sporting codes are now entering the business end of their seasons, so please get along and 
support our teams as they strive to finish strongly. 
 
Save the Date: Our annual Music Awards will be held during the week beginning 24 August. Each year, 
this event continues to grow in both quality and participation. Once again, audiences can look forward 
to a range of outstanding performances. We encourage everyone to come along and support our 
talented students. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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Host Families Wanted 
We are excited to announce that we have welcomed our first international students. 

A huge thank you to everyone who completed an Expression of Interest form to become a host family. We 
truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

In this next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family Application form by 
clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Te Paepae o Aotea International Student Homestay Application 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement 
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://tepaepaeoaotea.bemyhomestay.com/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 
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Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home, we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 
handles, counter tops, bathroom areas. 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 
protection. 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

1.  

Kia ora koutou 

It has been a great start to the term with everyone settling back 
into classes and getting back into their routines. With 
assessments and deadlines coming up, make sure you stay 
organised, manage your time well and ask for support when you 
need it. 

Last week, a group of Year 12 and 13 students travelled to 
Wellington to visit Parliament and the Supreme Court. Students 
heard more about New Zealand’s legal and democratic systems. 
It was a valuable experience and a great opportunity to learn 
outside the classroom. 

A big thank you to the staff, students and wider school 
community who helped make the trip possible. Thank you as 
well to everyone who supported our fundraising efforts, helping 
lower the cost for students attending. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
We had a great turnout for the Hautapu ceremony last 
Wednesday. The Hautapu is a ritual performed during Matariki 
(Puanga here in Taranaki) to mark the Māori New Year. It is a 
time to remember those who have passed away, to set goals for 
the New Year and to bring us all together. 
  
Early in the morning our school community gathered around an 
open fire under the stars sharing karakia and waiata, and we 
enjoyed a kai together. Thank you to everyone who took the 
time to plan and organise this successful event and all of those 
who came together in celebration.  
 
Noho ora mai, 
Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 

Welcome back to Term 3. I hope everyone had a great break 
and is ready for another busy term. There are plenty of sporting 
events coming up, so whether you’re competing, coaching or 
supporting, I encourage everyone to get involved and make the 
most of the opportunities on offer. 
 
A huge congratulations to Lakein Woods. Lakein represented 
New Zealand in the U17 Netball team during the holidays. This 
is an outstanding achievement and something our whole school 
can be proud of. 
 
Next week, we have LRA Multisport. Best of luck to everyone 
competing. If you’re not taking part, come along and support. 
We also have Winter Tournament Week later in the term, with 
many of our school teams preparing to represent Te Paepae o 
Aotea. 
 
We wish all teams the very best and look forward to seeing 
them proudly representing our kura. 
 

Ngā mihi, 
Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora and welcome back to school everyone. 
 
It is exciting to be back at school for potentially our busiest term 
yet. With mock exams, winter sports week, the waiata 
competition and many events throughout the term, it’s 
important to look out for each other and ensure you’re 
managing your time efficiently. 
Coming up in September is our annual Shave-a-ton, an event 
where students and staff fundraise and shave their hair for the 
cancer society. It’s awesome to see five students already 
registered and starting their fundraising journey. Please support 
our students and make an awesome contribution to our 
community. 
Our milk bottle top initiative will continue to run throughout 
this term. Please keep bringing them in, it is making a 
difference. Special shoutout to Kaūpokonui - currently in the 
lead. 
 
Let’s make this the best term yet. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Lauren Kalin 
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Click on the link to register 
2026 Music Awards 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf16EYUyjCxZJtrPOi8cUYdBUOURHTlZQVVJNQ1pFWkNWSVYzSkhNWDg1Ni4u&route=shorturl
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Sports Report – Winter Sports Heating Up 

As we head toward the business end of the winter sports season, several of our teams have secured semi-final 
spots and are pushing hard for a place in the finals. It's been awesome to see our athletes stepping up, giving 
their all and representing Te Paepae o Aotea with pride. 

Over the next few weeks, we've got a number of home games coming up. Keep an eye on the sports draw on 
our school social media pages and get along to support our teams. That extra noise and encouragement from 
the sideline can make a huge difference. 

 

Hockey 

A massive congratulations to both our Orange and Blue hockey teams for finishing in the Top 4 of their 
respective grades. 

Finals will be played after Tournament Week and we will be cheering them on every step of the way. It's also 
fantastic to see hockey continuing to grow at our kura, with more students getting involved and developing 
their skills each season. 

Want to support?  Hockey games are played at TET Stadium on Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

Our 1st XI Blue Team is training hard as they prepare for Tournament Week. Co-captain Theo Soothill has been 
sidelined with injury, but his expected return after next week will provide a big boost to the squad. 

  

Rugby 

It's been a season of ups and downs for our boys' rugby team. Unfortunately, several opposition teams have 
defaulted games, but our coaches and management have done an outstanding job keeping the team 
motivated. 

The team has earned a semi-final spot next week against NPBHS 3rd XV.  We wish them all the best as they 
look to secure a place in the final. 

Our U16 Girls Rugby team continues to perform strongly and is also in the hunt for a semi-final berth. Keep up 
the great work, girls. 

  

Whanganui Sports Exchange 

On Tuesday, we hosted Whanganui High School for our annual Sports Exchange. 

Although the event was slightly smaller than usual due to the unavailability of some sports, it was still a 
fantastic day of competition and connection. 

Congratulations to our Volleyball and Debating teams, taking away victories in their events. 
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Our Senior Boys Basketball team went down by just four points in a thrilling contest, while Netball, Golf and 
Football all had strong performances and gained valuable experience. 

Overall, Whanganui High School retained the shield, winning the exchange 4-2. 

A big thank you to Basketball Taranaki and Netball Taranaki for providing officials and to all our coaches, staff, 
students and supporters who made the day such a success. 

  

Year 7 & 8 Police Training Challenge 

Sixteen students recently took part in the Police Training Challenge, putting themselves through a series of 
physical fitness activities and obstacle challenges. 

There was plenty of teamwork, determination, laughter and fun throughout the day. An awesome experience 
for everyone involved. 

  

Taranaki Rippa Rugby Championships 

Good luck to the two teams representing Te Paepae o Aotea at next week's Taranaki Rippa Rugby 
Championships. 

Let's hope the weather cooperates and the tournament goes ahead as planned. We know you will do our kura 
proud. 

  

AIMS Games – Netball 8A 

We are excited to be sending our Year 8 Netball Team to the AIMS Games this year. 

The commitment, effort and dedication shown by the players at training has been outstanding. Week after 
week they have challenged themselves, improved their skills and worked hard for each other. 

We wish the team and management all the very best as they continue their preparations for this amazing 
opportunity. 

  

Touch Rugby 

Touch rugby is almost here. 

School grade competition will begin towards the end of Term 3 and continue into Term 4. 

Keep an eye on school notices and social media for registration information and updates. 

  

Uniform Return Reminder 

If you still have a school sports uniform at home, please return it to the Sports Office as soon as possible. 

Returning uniforms promptly helps ensure everyone has access to gear and avoids unnecessary uniform 
charges. Reminder notices will be sent out. 
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Sports Fees 

A friendly reminder to check that your sports fees are up to date. 

Any outstanding amounts can be viewed through your school account. Your support helps ensure we can 
continue providing quality sporting opportunities for all students. 

As winter sports wrap up, we are looking forward to Tournament Week and the exciting transition into 
summer sports. Hopefully the weather starts playing its part soon. 

In the meantime, enjoy watching the Commonwealth Games and let the achievements of others inspire you to 
chase your own goals. 

  

"Enjoy the journey. Have fun, be yourself, and embrace diversity." 
– Capri Hill, 8A Netball Captain 

Positive Vibes Only 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Tuesday, 4 August Gymnastics & All Ability 
Friday, 7 August Junior Volleyball 
Tuesday, 11 August Student Coach Day 
Thursday, 13 August Trail Relays 
Wednesday, 19 August 7s & All Ability 
Tuesday, 25 August Ki o Rahi 

Year 7 - 8 Events 

  

Year 9 - 13 Events 
Thursday, 3 September NZSS Road Race Relay 
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Criteria for the Senior Year 
11-13 Honour Badges is 
available on our school 

website or 
on the back of the 
application form. 

tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

ALL COMPLETED 
APPLICATION FORMS ARE 
TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Application Form 
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