
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 19 June 2026 
 

Kia ora e te whānau 
 
If you have recently passed by the school, you may have noticed the scaffolding surrounding the Te Ramanui block. 
This marks an important milestone for us, as Te Ramanui will be the first block to be made fully weathertight. As our 
largest block, this is a significant step forward for the school. The current roof and upper windows (from the top of the 
brickwork upwards) will be removed and replaced with new joinery and a pitched roof. This remedial work will ensure 
the building is well prepared for the demands of Taranaki weather. The project will be completed in three stages and 
is not expected to be finished until early 2027. During this time, scaffolding and a protective white covering will 
remain in place around the block. 
 
Our students have been extremely active, participating in lunchtime recreation activities. I commend all those who 
have taken part, as well as those who have taken the initiative to organise these opportunities. Our student leaders 
have also launched two important environmental initiatives. The first is the collection of milk bottle lids, an initiative 
that has already resulted in nearly 20,000 lids being gathered. This is an outstanding effort to prevent waste from 
going to landfill. The second initiative is the “Cans for Kiwi Kids” programme. Collection bins have been placed around 
the school and students are encouraged to bring recyclable cans to contribute. In partnership with Lions, funds raised 
from this recycling effort will be donated to Kidney Kids. We encourage all students and whānau to support these 
worthwhile initiatives. 
 
Attendance has begun to decline slightly as we move into the colder months and winter illnesses become more 
common. Please continue to notify the school if your child is absent, as it is important that all absences are correctly 
recorded. We encourage all students to finish the term strongly and attend school every day where possible. 
 
You may be aware that significant changes are on the horizon for education. To ensure we are well prepared for 
upcoming curriculum developments, the government has allocated two curriculum days for each school this year. Our 
first curriculum day will take place on Thursday, 25 June. Please note that the school will be closed for instruction on 
this day. 
 
Over the past few weeks, we have been visiting our feeder schools. This is always a valuable opportunity to connect 
with prospective students and their whānau. Our Open Evening will be held on 1 July at 6:30pm. This event provides 
an excellent opportunity to meet staff and current students and to learn more about what Te Paepae o Aotea has to 
offer. We encourage prospective students and their families to attend, or to get in touch with us at another time if 
they are unable to make it. 
 
Students studying NCEA are entering a critical phase of the academic year. It is essential that they make effective use 
of both school and home time to prepare for and complete assessments. While parents may not always be able to 
assist with specific content, you can support your child by providing a quiet, focused environment for study. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. We greatly value our community and the important role you play in the 
success of our school. 
 

Ngā mihi nui,  
 
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki  
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Host Families Wanted 

We are excited to announce that our school is now fully accredited to enrol international students, 

and we are looking forward to welcoming our first students soon. 

A huge thank you to everyone who previously completed an Expression of Interest form to become a 

host family. We truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

As we move to the next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family 

Application form by clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international 

Students. 

International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Application Homestay Form 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement  
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mailto:International@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:5cbbe98b-d013-4cd7-9433-d806b80df425
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 

confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  

Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 

• General health concerns 

• Contraception 

• Condoms and pregnancy tests 

• STI checks and the morning after pill 

• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the 
Public Health Nurse directly. 
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Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 

Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 

handles, counter tops, bathroom areas 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 

protection. 
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School Policies 

The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 

If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 

All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 

Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
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1.   

Kia ora koutou 

Mathletics has been a great success over the past week. It’s 

been awesome seeing so many students showing up, getting 

involved and putting effort into representing their awa. Thank 

you to everyone who participated and helped make the event 

run smoothly. 

Our two Parliament Trip fundraisers have also gone well. The 

support from students, staff and whānau has successfully 

helped lower the cost for students attending this great 

opportunity in Wellington. We really appreciate everyone who 

bought something, helped out or supported the fundraisers in 

any way. 

As we continue through the term, I hope everyone is going well 

with their internals and managing their time effectively. Keep 

on top of your work, ask for help when you need it and keep 

pushing towards the end of the term. 

Ngā mihi nui, Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  

 
Next week is Cultural Week. The aim of this week is to 

strengthen a positive culture in our school that brings to life our 

school values of Taupaenui, Paepae and Aotea. We 

will celebrate our school culture through lunch-time activities 

that bring us together as a kura. On Monday, there will be music 

performances from talented students. Tuesday will focus on 

visual arts with a paper mural creation which everyone can 

contribute to in the Jubilee Gym. On Wednesday, we all have a 

chance to join the fun of karaoke. Then on Friday, following 

Staff Only Day, we will continue the celebration with 

performances which we hope will be outside the canteen or in 

the Jubilee Gym if the weather requires. We also plan to offer 

tiny tasters of kai from several different cultures. We hope all 

our students and teachers will give things a go and join the fun 

of Cultural Week. 

 

Noho ora mai, Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 

It has been another busy fortnight for sport at Te Paepae o 

Aotea. Our students have continued to represent the kura with 

pride across a range of winter sports, showing great 

commitment, teamwork and sportsmanship both on and off the 

field. 

A highlight of the past few weeks has been seeing our teams 

compete strongly and support one another throughout the 

season. It is always great to see students getting involved, giving 

their best effort, and making the most of the opportunities 

sport provides. 

Looking ahead, we are excited for our annual Town v Country 

competition in Week 11. Students will compete throughout the 

week in netball, hockey, futsal and volleyball to see whether 

Town or Country can claim the title for 2026. This event is 

always a great way to bring students together and create some 

friendly rivalry within the school 

Thank you to all students, staff, coaches, managers, and 

supporters who continue to contribute to sport at Te Paepae o 

Aotea. 
 

Ngā mihi, Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora 
 

It’s been an incredible few weeks. Huge congratulations to 

everyone who attended our School Ball. It was fantastic to see 

everyone dressed up and enjoying such a memorable evening. 

The effort students and staff put into the evening was amazing 

and it was great to see so many people making the most of this 

special event with their friends. 

Another highlight was our Week 8 LRA Donut Eating 

competition. Thank you to everyone who participated, cheered 

on their awa and helped create such a fun atmosphere. A 

special shoutout to Yarrows for supporting this event. There 

was a lot of excitement around this event and it was so 

awesome to see it in action. Congratulations to Mr White and 

Corben Pitts who shared the record time of 19 seconds. 

I would also like to acknowledge our upcoming Open Evening. It 

is exciting to welcome prospective students and their whānau 

into our school and showcase the many opportunities available. 

Please get involved and answer the survey in your emails about 

volunteering. 

Have a great week everyone. 
 

Ngā mihi, Lauren Kalin 
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Te Paepae o Aotea - Prom 2026 by Natalie Waugh Photographer 

On Saturday, 6 June, our senior students enjoyed a 

Hollywood-themed evening at the 2026 Ball. 

Te Paepae o Aotea thanks our local businesses for their 

support and encourages our school whānau to support them. 

https://nataliewaughphotographer.pixieset.com/tepaepaeoaoteaprom2026/
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Sports Update 

It’s been a fantastic couple of weeks for Te Paepae o Aotea, with great success across a range of 

sports. This is awesome to see as many of our winter codes begin to wrap up for the season. 

A huge shout out to our incredible volunteer coaches and managers – our whānau, community 

members, students and staff. These amazing people give up countless hours to plan and run 

trainings, organise game days, communicate with teams and often support multiple groups at once. 

While players head home after games and trainings our management will usually be the last to leave 

after packing up. 

Let’s show our appreciation by: 

• Turning up on time 

• Listening and staying engaged 

• Helping pack up 

• Saying thank you 

These small actions go a long way. Let’s celebrate them for all they do. 

 

NZ Cross Country 

We have six students representing our kura at the NZ Secondary School Cross Country Champs in 

Wellington at Trentham Memorial Park. 

All the best to Mikayla Arnold, Lucy Crowley, Ryan Finey, Jirra Lanting, Maddison Sturgeon, Tayla 

Sturgeon and Lachlan Wills. 

We’re super proud of you all. 

 

NZ Left-Handed Golf 

Year 13 student Divan Denton has earned an incredible opportunity to represent New Zealand at the 

Left-Handed Golf Championships in Canberra this October. 

Divan won the New Zealand Nationals earlier this year – an outstanding achievement. We are 

excited to see what he does on the international stage. 

Our very own Te Paepae o Aotea Happy Gilmore 

 



 

  

Touch Representation 

Year 13 Afeef Ridzuan has been on fire with his touch skills and has been selected to represent Kuala 

Lumpur at the Malaysian National Touch Championships in July, playing in the Open Mixed team. 

Even more special, Afeef will be playing alongside his brothers Adib and Arif. What an awesome 

whānau moment. 

 

Te Paepae o Aotea Golf Champs 

Golf continues to grow at our kura thanks to Mr Barnard’s dedication, ka mau te wehi. It’s great to 

see more interest, especially from girls and our Year 7/8 students. 

Our school Golf Champs will be held this Friday at Te Ngutu Golf Course, with 22 students 

competing. It’s shaping up to be a tight contest. Good luck to all involved. 

 

Year 7/8 Rippa Rugby 

Seven teams competed in the South Taranaki Rippa Tournament in Hāwera recently and all teams 

represented our kura with pride. 

Special mention to: 

• Girls Team 2 “Fresh” – Tournament winners  

• Boys Team “Side Steppers” – 4th place 

Both teams are off to the Taranaki Tournament at Yarrow Stadium next week.  Good Luck. 

 

Winter Tournament Week 

Our Senior A Netball and 1st XI Mixed Hockey teams are gearing up for Winter Tournament Week, 

with plenty of training and fundraisers happening behind the scenes. 

We’re also excited to have our 8A Netball team entered into the 2026 AIMS Games in Tauranga – 

another amazing opportunity. 

 

Student Achievements 

Reminder to all students, please submit your sporting, academic, cultural and community 

achievements so we can celebrate your success. 

Forms are available at the main office, sports office, and on the school website. 

 

Uniforms & Fees 

As winter sports wrap up, please return all uniforms to avoid charges. 



 

  

If you have outstanding sports fees, we would appreciate these being paid promptly. Thank you for 

your support and understanding. 

 

Keep up the awesome mahi everyone, your effort, attitude and pride in representing our kura does 

not go unnoticed. 

 

“Hard work beats talent when talent fails to work hard.” – Divan Denton TPOA Pro Golfer 

 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 

email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9 - 13 

Wednesday, 24 June Senior 3x3 Basketball 

Year 7 - 8 Events 

Wednesday, 24 June Taranaki Rippa Rugby Championship 

Year 9 - 13 Events 

Saturday, 20 June NZSS Cross Country 

Tuesday, 28 July Whanganui High School Sports Exchange 
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Year 7–8 students represented 
Te Paepae o Aotea at the South 

Taranaki Rippa Rugby tournament. 
A special thank you to Meihana 

Grindlay for coming along to 
support our students—his 

experience with the Highlanders 
and Taranaki Bulls provided 

valuable advice and inspiration. 
We also extend our thanks to our 
Te Paepae o Aotea staff, student 

referees, and everyone who 
contributed throughout the day, 

along with our amazing supporters. 
We now look forward to the 

Taranaki Finals on 24 June 2026 at 
Stadium Taranaki. 



 

  

 

  

Criteria for the Senior Year 

11-13 Honour Badges is 

available on our school 

website or 

on the back of the 

application form. 

tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

ALL COMPLETED 

APPLICATION FORMS ARE 

TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Application Form 
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