
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 8 May 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
As we head into the winter sports season, we remind all students and whānau that representing 
Te Paepae o Aotea means upholding our values of Aotea, Taupaenui and Paepae at all times. 
Students are expected to play for enjoyment, show commitment to their team and demonstrate 
respect for coaches, referees, teammates and opponents. Positive sideline behaviour, appropriate 
language and encouragement of others are essential, as is playing by the rules and showing humility 
in both winning and losing. We appreciate whānau support in reinforcing these expectations so that 
all our teams can thrive in a positive and supportive environment. 
 
This week, our Year 7 and 8 students represented the school at the Manukorihi Intermediate 
exchange. Games were played in great spirit and our students certainly did us proud, narrowly losing 
7–6 to Manukorihi across the 13 games played. A massive congratulations to all students who 
participated. We look forward to hosting Devon and Highlands later in the term. 
 
We often see attendance drop in Term 2; however so far this term, that has not been the case. Well 
done to everyone supporting our students to attend school every day. Throughout the term, you will 
see attendance messages shared through the school app. These are reminders of the importance of 
daily attendance. 
 
Next week is Support Staff Week, an opportunity for us to celebrate our wonderful support staff 
who keep our school functioning smoothly. We have a few surprises planned and we are sure they 
will appreciate acknowledgements from our students and whānau for the amazing mahi they do. 
 
CAA’s (Literacy and Numeracy Common Assessment Tasks) are fast approaching in Week 6 for our 
Year 10 and 11 students. Teachers are offering additional support both in class and after school. 
Please encourage your child to make the most of these opportunities. 
 
Marae visits for our junior students took place last week. These visits provided an opportunity for 
students to learn the school haka in preparation for the inter-awa haka competition on 29 May 
2026. You are all most welcome to join us for what will be a fantastic afternoon. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the Public 
Health Nurse directly. 

 

Expressions of Interest to Host 
International Students 2026 
As part of our school’s long-term vision to enrich cultural understanding and global engagement, we 
are currently in the process of applying for accreditation to welcome international students to our 
community in 2026. 

If you are interested in hosting a student in the future, please register your interest here. 
(Host families will be paid a weekly fee) 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO HOST INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 2026 
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FtwyvGP6-UOUD0xiqvLTf5KZdMy8BVhAtyuHI0IoR5ZUN1I4R0Y1ODZNQUxBUUdHN0ZCT1ZEODdZTi4u&route=shorturl


 

  

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 
handles, counter tops, bathroom areas 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 
protection. 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 

If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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1.   

Kia ora koutou 
 
As we move further into Term 2, the Academic Council is 
continuing to provide opportunities for students to get 
involved, stay focused and make strong progress in their 
learning. Our next LRA, The Amazing Race, is coming up in Week 
6. This will be a fun, fast-paced challenge where students can 
work together, solve tasks and earn points for their awa. Sign-
ups will be released shortly, so keep an eye out and get 
involved. For senior students, the B14 study classroom is now 
open every lunchtime. This is a quiet space where you can 
complete work, revise, catch up or prepare for assessments. 
Make the most of having a dedicated place to study during the 
school day. Senior subject tutorials are also available after 
school for many subjects. If you need extra support, 
clarification, or time to strengthen your understanding, speak 
with your teachers about what is available. Progress is not 
always easy to see straight away, but every bit of effort builds 
confidence and capability. Keep working hard, stay focused and 
make the most of Term 2. 
Ngā mihi, Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
The inter-awa kapa haka competition is just a few weeks away. 
Let's all give it heaps at our weekly awa practice sessions. It’s 
important that we all make an effort to learn the words and 
actions and work together to perform as awa. 

Waiata like He Pikinga Poupou grounds us in our identity as a 
Taranaki kura. He Pikinga Poupou, composed by renowned 
kaumatua Ruka Broughton, speaks to our local history of land 
confiscations and the resilience of people. It encourages us to 
hold fast to our cultural identity and heritage, a message that is 
relevant to us all as we strive towards taupaenui – achieving our 
own potential. 

Noho ora mai, Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
After a great first week back, it was awesome to see students 
settling back into the rhythm of another exciting term. A 
highlight of the week was Friday’s cross-country event, with 
fantastic participation and plenty of smiles out in the sun. 
Congratulations to everyone who competed, especially those 
who placed in their races. 
 
Term 2 is shaping up to be a huge one for sport at our school, 
with winter sports seasons beginning over the next few weeks. 
The Sports Council also has some exciting LRA events coming 
up, including dodgeball and multisport next week, followed by 
volleyball in Week 7. Make sure you get involved and earn 
points for your awa. 
 
Looking ahead, our annual Town vs Country competition 
returns in Week 11 and promises to be bigger than ever. We 
want to see packed sidelines, positive support and plenty of 
school spirit throughout what will be a busy and exciting 
sporting term. 
 
Ngā mihi, Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora 
As always, we’re busy over in the Community Council, 
organising events for all of our students to enjoy. 
With May being Mental Health Month, our council has decided 
to turn Week 4 into a jam-packed week of activities to boost 
Hauora and wellbeing here at Te Paepae o Aotea. Throughout 
the week, students can take part in LRA Bingo to earn awa 
points, create positive affirmation notes to be shared with 
others, enjoy colouring-in activities and finish the week with a 
photo frame opportunity. These activities are designed to 
promote Aotea, positivity and connection across all year levels 
and we encourage everyone to get involved. 
Our Milk Bottle Tops initiative continues to run throughout the 
rest of Term 2, continuing into Term 3. It’s awesome to see 
some many students getting involved and bringing in bottle 
caps. Keep it up if you want your awa to win! 
Exciting news… the annual shave-a-ton date is confirmed for 16 
September. SO, if you’re keen to buzz or cut your hair for a 
good cause, this is the perfect opportunity to do so. Here is the 
link to sign up. Contact Lauren Kalin if you have any questions! 
https://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/fundraisers/tepaepaeoaotea 
Ngā mihi, Lauren Kalin 
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Action City at Te Paepae o Aotea 

Our Te Paepae o Aotea sports teams have hit the ground running, with Netball, Basketball, Rugby, 
Hockey and Football all well underway. Add in Sports Exchanges and TSSSA events and you’ve got 
non-stop action and awesome opportunities happening right across Taranaki. 

We currently have teams competing most days of the week: 

• Monday – Senior Basketball 
• Tuesday – Hockey & Football 
• Wednesday – Girls Rugby & Basketball 
• Thursday – Junior Basketball 
• Saturday – Netball & Rugby 
• Sunday – Netball 

 
If you’re keen to watch, cheer or support – get along, especially to our home games. Having 
students, whānau and community on the sidelines makes a huge difference. That support can be the 
extra boost our teams need. 

Draws and game times are shared via school socials and displayed at the Sports Office window. 

  

U16 Girls Rugby – On the Rise 

Our U16 Girls Rugby team is shaping up to be a strong, competitive and highly driven group in 2026. 
Coached by Pare O’Brien, this team is growing week by week and building real confidence. 

The 12-week competition sees all girls’ rugby teams playing at one venue, with at least two games 
each night.  This week team faced NPGHS, our girls had an outstanding evening, winning both 
games. 

After the match, it was awesome to hear the team talk positively about their performance, show 
belief in each other and reflect with pride. That energy says it all – exciting times ahead. 

  

First XV Rugby – Building the Season 

Our First XV has been gearing up under the guidance of Biff, Shaan, Tui and Sheveal. The 
commitment at trainings has been pleasing to see, along with the positive inclusion of players from 
Pātea Area School. 

The season kicked off against familiar opponents Waitara Whānui, who they faced in last year’s final. 
A tough start, but the boys grew in confidence as the game progressed, finishing with a 28–7 result. 

This week they take on FDMC 2nd XV in New Plymouth – plenty to play for as they continue to grow 
as a unit. 
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Hockey – Growing Strong 

Hockey numbers have grown this year, which is awesome to see. We now have two mixed teams 
competing on Tuesday nights in the boys’ section. 

• 1st XI team 

• Development team 

These teams are coached by our tumuaki, Rachel Williams and supported by long-standing manager 
Deidre Coogan. We’re excited to see their development and results throughout the season. 

  

Netball – 9 Teams, Let’s Go 

This weekend sees nine Te Paepae o Aotea netball teams competing in the Hawera Satellite 
competition. 

Our Senior A team is also running the Future Ferns Programme for keen Year 1–4 netballers - what 
an awesome way to give back and grow the game. This year, Senior A are competing in Hawera, 
working hard to regain Premier 3 status and preparing to attend the Lower North Island Netball 
Champs in August. 

  

Basketball – Big Scores & Big Energy 

Our Year 7/8 basketball teams kicked off last week with some outstanding games and great 
teamwork on display. Huge mihi to our student coaches, who bring energy, laughs and great 
guidance – keep up the awesome mahi. 

• Senior Boys – BYE this week 

• Junior Team – powered past Ōpunake HS with a huge 121–74 win 

  

Manukorihi Sports Exchange 

A massive 145 students attended our first Year 7/8 Sports Exchange at Manukorihi on Wednesday. 
The weather played its part, setting the scene for some fantastic games. 

Huge thanks to Michelle for capturing awesome action shots and to Tania and Manukorihi School for 
hosting such a successful exchange. Special shout-out to the Waitara High student referees, who did 
a stellar job officiating. 

The final result was incredibly close – we narrowly lost by just one point, with Manukorihi taking the 
overall win. An awesome day of sport and school connection. 
 

Outstanding Student Achievement 

Blake Riddle – Congratulations on placing 1st overall in Round 1 of the WPKA Goldstar Series. What 
an awesome achievement. 

  

  



 

  

TSSSA Events 

This term we’ve already had: 

• 5-a-side Football 
• ESports 

Both events saw strong participation from schools across Taranaki. Well done to all our students 
who competed and represented our kura with pride. 

  

Uniform Returns – Important Reminder 

Last chance to return sports uniforms before a $50 bond is added. Please return these as soon as 
possible. 

  

Positive Vibes Only 

Keep up the great work everyone. Play hard, play fair and show respect to umpires and opponents. 
Rise above the noise and be leaders on and off the court and field. 

Whānau – your positive, encouraging support on the sidelines makes a huge difference. Let’s 
continue building a sporting culture we’re proud of. 

‘Lock in, Do the MAHI, get the TREATS’ – Johan Leef-Luke 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9-13 

Monday, 11 May Indoor Bowls & Boccia 
Tuesday, 19 May Netball 
Thursday, 28 May Cross Country 
Thursday, 4 June Badminton 
Monday, 8 June Squash 
Thursday, 11 June Junior 3x3 Basketball 
Wednesday, 24 June Senior 3x3 Basketball 

Year 7-8 Events 

Wednesday, 20 May Devon Sports Exchange 
Wednesday, 3 June Highlands Sports Exchange 

Year 9-13 Events 
Tuesday, 28 July Whanganui High School Sports Exchange 
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 Criteria for the Senior Year 11-13 Honour Badges is available on our 
school website or on the back of the application form. 

tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

ALL COMPLETED APPLICATION FORMS ARE TO BE RETURNED TO 
THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Application Form 

 

https://tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:a9ad2bcf-7d63-4099-a4d0-a9c716df1eee?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUlF2ZDR1RGI3VGpzb05QVXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7fkHlyp0R2UMilkEAcykKCH_0Q7Uoez5Rp6f7pqy3dV4KAdOer6SaCW5YTBQ_aem_6oySPEgdW3r__jUpm3o5vQ
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