
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 22 May 2026 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
This week, we hosted Devon Intermediate for the Year 7 and 8 sports exchange. This exchange is 
always closely contested and this year was no exception. Well done to all our students who 
demonstrated our school values of Aotea (Caring), Taupaenui (Excellence) and Paepae (Courage) 
throughout the day. Next up, in Week 7, we will face Highlands. 
 
Next week our students will sit the CAA assessments: Numeracy (Monday), Reading (Tuesday) and 
Writing (Wednesday) with a catch-up day scheduled for Thursday. Year 10 students will sit these 
assessments alongside any senior students who have not yet achieved them. Please check in with 
your child to ensure they are well prepared. You can also check MyKAMAR (Parent Portal) in the 
NCEA summary section to see if your child has gained their Numeracy and Literacy co-requisite 
credits. If you have forgotten or misplaced your password, please contact the office for assistance. 
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to communicate with us regarding attendance. Term 2 often 
brings seasonal illnesses, and we typically see a noticeable drop in attendance at this time of year. 
So far, however, attendance has remained strong, which is fantastic. We hope this continues and 
that everyone stays well throughout the winter months. 
 
Next Friday afternoon, we will hold our annual school inter-awa haka competition. This is always a 
highlight of the year, where each awa has the opportunity to showcase their learning of the school 
haka. Community members are warmly invited to join us for what promises to be an exciting 
afternoon. 
 
Recently, you may have seen in the media that the SMART (Student Monitoring, Assessment and 
Reporting Tool) is being implemented across New Zealand schools over the coming years. Our Year 
7–10 students have spent time over the past week trialling this tool. As with any new initiative, some 
fine-tuning is required and our students should be congratulated for the positive way they have 
responded to this trial. Later in the year, this tool will provide clearer insights into your child’s 
learning journey and more detailed information about their progress against curriculum 
expectations. 
 
Finally, thank you to all our volunteers and supporters of our winter sports programmes. It is 
wonderful to see our students out on the fields and courts performing so well. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 
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The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the Public 
Health Nurse directly. 

Expressions of Interest to Host 
International Students 
We are excited to announce that our school is now fully accredited to enrol international students, 
and we are looking forward to welcoming our first students soon. 

A huge thank you to everyone who previously completed an Expression of Interest form to become a 
host family. We truly appreciate your support and enthusiasm for our international programme. 

As we move to the next stage, we ask that interested families please complete the full Host Family 
Application form by clicking on the link below. 

For further information about the role, we have also included a link to our Caregiver Handbook. 

Thank you for helping us create a welcoming and supportive experience for our international 
Students. 

Application Homestay Form 

Homestay Caregivers Booklet 

Homestay Carer Agreement 
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tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:027%20517%203480
mailto:Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:5cbbe98b-d013-4cd7-9433-d806b80df425
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b15e6833-d131-4d5b-b92a-4831e1438f3c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:23062466-627c-4e24-b472-cbd6932fcd2a


 

  

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 
Cooler weather means more people are likely to get sick with colds, flu and other 
respiratory illnesses, such as whooping cough. This increases the risk of these illnesses 
being brought into your home, workplace, Early Childhood Centre, Kōhanga or 
kura/school. 

 
 
Prevent the spread of illness 

1. Everyone that is sick should stay home. 

2. Let us know the reason your child is absent from school. 

3. At school and home we can all help by regularly cleaning high touch surfaces, e.g., door 
handles, counter tops, bathroom areas 

4. Wash hands, cover coughs and sneezes, wear a mask if you feel like you need extra 
protection. 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 
tailored to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with 
procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at 
Te Paepae o Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 
 

Updating Student Contact Details 
If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you. 
 

School Uniforms 
All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set 
available for sizing purposes only 
Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 
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https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

1.   

Kia ora koutou 
 
As we move into another busy week, the Academic Council has 
a few exciting things coming up. Our next LRA, The Amazing 
Race, is starting next week. This will be a fun, fast-paced 
challenge where students will work together, solve tasks and 
earn points for their awa. Keep an eye out on the notices for 
more information and make sure you get involved. 

The Parliament trip for Year 12 and 13 students is in its planning 
stage. This is a valuable opportunity for senior students to learn 
more about how our government works and to experience 
Parliament in person. 

We wish our junior students all the best for their CAA 
assessments. Take your time, read each question carefully and 
trust the work you have put in. Assessments can feel 
challenging but they are a chance to show what you know. 

Keep working hard, stay involved and continuing making 
positive progress in your learning. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
This week’s LRA activity was Charades. The room was filled with 
students excited to take part. The energy in PFA 1 was amazing, 
with students uplifting one another with cheers and 
encouragement. It was a great example of our Aotea value in 
action- creating a positive and inclusive atmosphere within our 
kura- while also showing Paepae, as students challenged 
themselves to step up and participate. 

A big mihi to everyone who came along and supported the 
kaupapa. Charades proved to be a fantastic way to strengthen 
school culture, giving students opportunities to encourage each 
other and build self-confidence. Special acknowledgement goes 
to our cultural leaders for their efforts to make the event run 
smoothly for everyone. 

Be sure to look out for next week's LRA event - come along, get 
involved, support your peers and earn points for your awa. 

Noho ora mai, Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 

The term is flying by and winter sport is already in full swing 
here at Te Paepae o Aotea. It has been awesome seeing so 
many students proudly representing the kura across a wide 
range of sports this season. Our Year 7 and 8 students recently 
competed in the exchange against Devon Intermediate, where 
the sunny weather and positive atmosphere made for a 
fantastic day of competition and school spirit. Across the school, 
teams have started their seasons strongly. The 1st XV Rugby 
team secured an impressive win over Coastal last weekend, 
while Senior A Netball remains unbeaten after an excellent start 
to their campaign. The 1st XI Hockey team has also hit the 
ground running with three strong wins to begin the season. A 
big mention must go to our Te Paepae o Aotea football teams 
who have shown outstanding commitment and teamwork 
throughout the opening rounds. Football continues to grow 
strongly within the school with games on almost every lunch 
time since the start of the year. Thank you to all students, 
coaches, whānau and supporters who continue to get behind 
our teams every week. Your support on the sidelines makes a 
huge difference and helps create the positive sporting culture 
we are proud of at Te Paepae o Aotea. 
 

Ngā mihi, Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora 
 

We’re halfway through term 2 and it’s super cool to see all our 
students interacting with all the opportunities on offer here at 
Te Paepae o Aotea. 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our events 
throughout Wellbeing Week. The community council worked 
very hard organising this event and it was rewarding to see 
students getting involved. We held LRA bingo with the results 
being: Waingongoro and Pātea tied for 3rd, Tangahoe 2nd and 
Kaūpokonui 1st. 
Our next LRA in Week 8 is super exciting… speed eating! So, get 
ready to earn some awa points. 
Our Milk Bottle Tops initiative continues to run throughout the 
rest of term and will continue into Term 3. It’s awesome seeing 
some many students getting involved and bringing in bottle 
caps. Keep it up if you want your awa to win. 
If you’re keen to buzz or cut your hair for a good cause, our 
Shave for a Cure fundraiser is the perfect opportunity to do so. 
Use the sign-up link below and contact Lauren Kalin if you have 
any questions. 
https://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/fundraisers/tepaepaeoaotea 
 
Ngā mihi, Lauren Kalin 
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What an incredible fortnight it’s been for Te Paepae o Aotea. Our students and teams have been 
busy, achieving awesome results, showing huge growth and representing our kura. 

We couldn’t be prouder of the energy, commitment and mahi being shown across all codes. 

Before we jump into the highlights, there is one important message I would like to share. 

Whether you are playing, coaching, managing or supporting on the sidelines, how we act matters. 

Every time we step onto a field or court, we are representing our kura. People are watching, 
especially our younger tauira.  Our behaviour shows them what is acceptable. 

Let’s continue to speak positively, support all players, officials and spectators, remain humble in 
both wins and losses and to lead by example. 

No matter your role, your influence can be a game changer. Let’s keep building a culture we can all 
be proud of. 

 

Devon Sports Exchange - HISTORY MADE! 

WOOHOO!   We officially claimed our first-ever exchange win since starting in 2023, finishing 9–7 to 
Te Paepae o Aotea. 

An amazing achievement and a real reflection of how our teams are improving. 

We had a huge turnout with 170 Year 7-8 students taking part, making this one of our biggest 
exchanges yet. 

A massive thank you to Whānau who came to support, student umpires and helpers, TRFU, staff who 
coached and assisted throughout the day and a special mihi to Matua Blake for his energy, drive and 
encouragement. 

So proud of how everyone played and represented our kura.  FYI, the school Haka performed at the 
end was epic. 

  

NZ U17 Men’s Netball — Lakein Wood 

Huge congratulations to Year 13 student Lakein Wood, who has achieved his dream of being named 
in the NZ U17 Men’s Netball Squad. 

Lakein will attend several camps before competing against Australia in Te Awamutu (8–11 July). 

This reflects his hard work, determination and dedication. We are incredibly proud of you, Lakein. 
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Sir Edmond Hillary Challenge 

Eight of our brave students took on this epic challenge for the first time — and wow, what an 
experience.  

Set across Blue Lake, Lake Ōkāreka and the Redwoods in Rotorua, students tackled: 

• Running, climbing and biking 

• Bush and trail navigation 

• Problem solving and checkpoints 

• 6 hours of non-stop teamwork 

An unforgettable challenge that pushed limits and built lifelong memories. 

Shout out to Mikayla Arnold, Brooke Stokes, Charlee Stokes, Maddison Sturgeon, Ryan Finey, 
Lachlan Wills, Tamamihiata Edwards & Curtis Wanihi. 

And a huge thank you to Alice Arnold and Hillary Meyers. This wouldn’t have been possible without 
your support. 

  

Girls League Success 

Massive congratulations to Keoni Ratahi, Carlyn Campbell and Caiyan Campbell for being part of the 
Taranaki U14 Kotiro League team who were crowned champions in the weekend. 

Their commitment has been outstanding travelling every Sunday to Palmerston and Whanganui to 
play in a 10-12 week competition. 

True dedication and well-deserved success. Legends. 

  

TSSSA Events — Skill, Fun & Participation 

Our students have been competing in Indoor Bowls, Boccia and Netball. 

Indoor Bowls brought strategy and precision as students mastered speed, curve and positioning. 

Boccia offered an awesome inclusive option, with modified gameplay ensuring everyone could be 
involved. Plenty of fun, laughter and great energy. 

Netball saw teams come together with their mates, playing mixed and gender grades.  Skill, 
teamwork and awesome sportsmanship was on display. 

A fantastic set of events with something for everyone. 
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Taranaki Airs Basketball Experience 

Our Year 7–13 students were fortunate to spend time training alongside players from the Taranaki 
Airs.  

Running drills, scrimmaging and learning from elite athletes was a huge highlight. 

A massive thank you to the Taranaki Airs team for supporting our rangatahi, sharing their knowledge 
AND donating 10 game tickets for their upcoming match vs Canterbury Rams. 

Opportunities like this are incredibly inspiring for our students. 

What a fortnight it’s been.  Keep challenging yourself, giving things a go, striving to improve and 
supporting those around you. Most importantly, don’t give up and always stay humble. 

Let’s continue to build a culture where we lift each other up, celebrate effort and success, lead with 
positivity and make a difference through sport. 

Sport isn’t just about winning, it’s about who we are, how we treat others and the example we set. 

Let’s keep the good vibes strong, on and off the field. 
 

“You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take” 
Theo Soothill, Head Sports Leader & Co Captain 1st XI Mixed Hockey 

 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, via 
email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events – Year 9-13 

Thursday, 28 May Cross Country 
Thursday, 4 June Badminton 
Monday, 8 June Squash 
Thursday, 11 June Junior 3x3 Basketball 
Wednesday, 24 June Senior 3x3 Basketball 

Year 7-8 Events 

Wednesday, 3 June Highlands Sports Exchange 

Year 9-13 Events 
Tuesday, 28 July Whanganui High School Sports Exchange 
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Criteria for the Senior Year 
11-13 Honour Badges is 
available on our school 

website or 
on the back of the 
application form. 

tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

ALL COMPLETED 
APPLICATION FORMS ARE 
TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Application Form 
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