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Code of  Practice 2021 (the Code) Code of  Practice 2021 (the Code) 
Te Paepae o Aotea is a signatory to the Code of Practice 2021 for the Education (Pastoral Care of International of 
Tertiary and International Learners) administered by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA). The Code 
ensures the well-being and safety of international students studying in New Zealand. Code of Practice 2021 (the 
Code) https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/international/study-nz-quals/code-international-students/

SIEBA MembershipSIEBA Membership
Te Paepae o Aotea is a member of SIEBA (Schools International Education Business Association), the foremost 
organisation representing New Zealand schools in delivering professionalism and quality in international education. 

ImmigrationImmigration
Full details of immigration requirements, rights to employment while studying, and reporting obligations are avail-
able from Immigration New Zealand at: https://www.immigration.govt.nz/

Elgibility of  Health Services Elgibility of  Health Services 
Most international students are not entitled to publicly funded health services while in New Zealand. If medical 
treatment is required during your stay, you may be responsible for the full cost. More information is available from 
the Ministry of Health at: https://www.health.govt.nz/

Accident InsuranceAccident Insurance
The Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) provides accident insurance for all New Zealand citizens, residents, 
and temporary visitors. However, this does not cover all medical and related costs. Click here for more details 
https://www.acc.co.nz/

Medical and Travel InsuranceMedical and Travel Insurance
All international students (including group students) must have appropriate and current medical and travel insur-
ance while studying in New Zealand and this must be finalised and paid for prior to arrival in New Zealand. 

This insurance must include the following: 

(a) your travel – (i) to and from New Zealand; and (ii) within New Zealand; and (iii) if the travel is 
part of the educational instruction, outside New Zealand. 
(b) your medical care in New Zealand, including diagnosis, prescription, surgery, and 
hospitalisation. 
(c) your repatriation or expatriation as a result of serious illness or injury, including cover of 
travel costs incurred by family members assisting repatriation or expatriation. 
(d) and in case of your death cover for (i) travel costs of family members to and from New 
Zealand; and (ii) costs of repatriation or expatriation of the body; and (iii) funeral expenses.  

Our preferred insurer is Southern Cross Southern Cross International Student Insurance the approximate cost for 
12 months cover is $634.00 -check the link for cover less than 12 months. We are happy to arrange this for you.
Southern Cross International Student Insurance Form: 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:b1c402c0-0396-4c14-8651-247f71ac463d

Other companies are: 
https://www.uni-care.org/nz-student-plan 
https://www.insurancesafenz.com/studentsafe
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Visa InformationVisa Information
•	 Visa Requirements - You must maintain a valid student visa throughout your studies. 
•	 Attendance: You are required to attend school every day unless you have a valid reason for absence, such as 

illness. If you are absent, your host parents must inform the school. 
•	 Work Restrictions: Students under 18 years of age are generally not allowed to work in New Zealand. However, 

students in Year 12 or 13 may work part-time with permission from the school and their parents, and if they 
meet all legal requirements. 

Disputes ResolutionDisputes Resolution
If you feel a dispute has not been resolved or you have a concern of a breach NZQA will investigate this for you, 
please click on this link
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/tertiary/the-code/the-code-for-learners/learner-complaints/

If it is in regard to finance, then you will contact Study Complaints via their website
https://www.studycomplaints.org.nz/

Click on this link to guide you through any problems you may have 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:2d4f1679-3c80-4988-9f22-f0651885931b

About Our SchoolAbout Our School
Te Paepae o Aotea www.tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz is a state secondary school for students from Levels 7-13 
(11-18 years old). The school is in the town of Hāwera, South Taranaki which has a population of 28,000. South 
Taranaki offers a safe, friendly environment for you to learn and experience New Zealand culture.

Te Paepae o Aotea Offers YouTe Paepae o Aotea Offers You
•	  ESOL support  
•	 Opportunities to excel yourself and study subjects that you’re interested in  
•	 Career counselling that will help you in your decision making for your next education step  
•	 Welcoming atmosphere with supportive staff  
•	 An approved government secondary school institution  
•	 Affordable, quality education  
•	 Diverse and multi-cultural student and staff population  
•	 Safe and welcoming campus  
•	 Trained counsellors, qualified and experienced teaching staff  
•	 Chance to connect with and make friends with NZ students and other international students as part of the Te 

Paepae o Aotea community
•	 ERO Report https://www.ero.govt.nz/institution/961/te-paepae-o-aotea 

International Student Application and International Student Application and 
Offer Letter ProcessOffer Letter Process
Complete the online International Student Application Form AND send a copy of your  
passport and most recent school reports with the application.
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:e08d560b-764a-4fdc-ab2e-3e6bcccc14f5

email: international@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz

Complete the application form 

If accepted -a Letter of Offer and Invoice is issued- Payment received- Receipt Issued -(host family confirmed) - 
Apply for Student Visa- Arrive in NZ -Start School!  
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Your Academic ProgrammeYour Academic Programme
The international office, Senior Leadership team and teachers are here to help you and will finalise subject choices 
with you when you enrol.  

Your Accommodation While at Te Paepae o AoteaYour Accommodation While at Te Paepae o Aotea
You will be living with either a Homestay family or with a designated caregiver. Every family who looks after stu-
dents while they’re at Te Paepae o Aotea are checked and vetted so you will be with a family that is approved. 
Living with a family is fun and our host families will make you part of their family. In New Zealand, we generally 
have three meals a day and while you’re at school, you’ll have a packed lunch from home to take with you, or you 
will have the lunch provided by the school. 

When you apply to become a student at Te Paepae o Aotea, please make sure you tick the box for homestay too. 
Once the family is confirmed, we’ll send you information about who you’ll be living with, so you know who they 
are when you arrive in Taranaki Region. 
    
Arrival In New Zealand International students will arrive at Auckland International Airport. A transfer to the do-
mestic terminal is a free 3 minute bus ride. The direct flight to New Plymouth is one hour. You will be met on your 
arrival at New Plymouth airport.

Tuition Fees 2026/27Tuition Fees 2026/27
Full year (four school terms)			   $16,000.00 
Per school term					    $4,000.00 
Per week for enrolment under one term: 	 $400.00 (e.g. two weeks $800) 

Tuition fees include all class tuition including ESOL Classes (English for Speakers of other Languages).

The tuition Fee excludes: 

•	 Personal laptop (BYOD - Bring your own device) for school work 
•	 Subject related costs 
•	 Pocket money 
•	 School trips/camp costs  
•	 School uniform items 
•	 Stationery 
•	 Subject related costs e.g. Camera for photography students 
•	 Sporting activities and associated sports equipment and related costs

2026 TUITION FEES
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:885ddc3f-08b0-4909-84de-799fa2ce2c90 

School UniformSchool Uniform
Is worn at all levels. During the first week the International Coordinator will assist students to purchase their uni-
form. The cost of the uniform is approximately $200.00. 

This can be viewed online at https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/

All items of clothing, except shoes, are available. Plain black unlabeled shoes are to be worn in winter and black 
sandals in the summer. 

StationeryStationery
Can be ordered on arrival at the school. We are a BYOD (Bring your own device school), so you will need to bring 
your own laptop.
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Administration FeeAdministration Fee
Administration Fee 					     $550.00 per year

Accommodation Fees Accommodation Fees (Subject to change for 2027)(Subject to change for 2027)

Per week (homestay fee)				    $350.00  (own bedroom and 3 meals per day) 

Designated Caregiver fee				    This is an arrangement between you and your
							       Designated Caregiver (not administered by the school) 

Homestay/Designated caregiver support Placement Fee	 $370.00 per year 

Summer holiday holding fee for bedroom		  $200.00 
(if belongings are left in bedroom) 

Cost of  LivingCost of  Living
https://www.naumainz.studywithnewzealand.govt.nz/studying-in-nz/before-your-arrival/cost-of-living 

Living and studying in Hawera offers international students a more affordable and relaxed lifestyle compared to  

larger New Zealand cities. Hawera is a small town where most places are within easy walking distance. Public trans-
port is limited, but affordable. Taxi services range from $10-$30 within the Hawera boundary. There is a free daily 
bus service that runs between Hawera and New Plymouth and the school bus fare is included in your fees. 

You will need to allow approximately $50 per week for spending money. 

Please Note: 
All fees must be paid before start date – all prices listed are in NZD – published fees are subject to change. 

Your extra-curricular activities  
There is a range of sport, performing arts and club activities which you’re encouraged to join in! Here are some 
examples of what is on offer. 

SportSport Cultural / Arts ActivitiesCultural / Arts Activities

Athletics
Badminton
Basketball
Football
Hockey
Netball
Rugby
Touch Rugby
Swimming
Cricket
Table tennis

Drama
Productions
School Band
Rock Band
Kapahaka
Speech contests
Debating competitions
Activities week 
Jnr & Snr Music competitions
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International Lead ContactsInternational Lead Contacts
Yolandi Coetzer - International Pastoral Lead
I am responsible for international students here at Te Paepae o Aotea. I am looking forward 
to working with our international students and to guide their experiences of our school, 
our community and our country. As a student at Te Paepae o Aotea you will see a lot of me. 
When you arrive, I will help you select subjects for your timetables and help with any 
problems you may be having in the classroom and school. I will be there to help you 
celebrate your successes, face your challenges, and I take overall responsibility for ensuring 
your time in New Zealand is safe and positive. My door will always be open to 
Te Paepae o Aotea’s international students and I am looking forward to meeting you soon.

Email: international@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz

Clare Baylis and Jan Roberts - 

International Administrators/Homestay Coordinators
Our role is to help everyone in our international family to feel informed and supported. 
We deal with all administrative matters and assist with documents required for your visa 
applications, insurance claims and sending out school reports. We will try to answer any 
questions you may have.
We’re here to support students and hosts as you learn to live and adventure together. 
We want you to have a wonderful time in NZ, and am available for you to talk about 
anything, respecting your views and feelings. We can assist you with host relationships, 
travel and tour plans, friends, NZ culture or any other challenges you are facing. 
Please feel comfortable to approach me with any questions. 

Email: international@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz

Des Bain - ESOL Lead
I have been working as the ESOL Lead at Te Paepae o Aotea since its establishment in 2023. 
The English language and cultural diversity are two of my greatest passions. That is why I 
am always happy to support international and migrant students at Te Paepae o Aotea to 
achieve their best results in class and enjoy all the activities the school and community 
have to offer. If you need individual support, I am also available to help you with any 
challenges you have, outside the classroom. I look forward to meeting you and learning 
more about you, your culture and your goals.

Email: Des.Bain@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz

Pauline Hurley - International Teacher
I am a passionate and experienced leader who oversees the International Student 
programme to ensure our students succeed in their studies whilst attending Te Paepae o 
Aotea.  I look forward to building relationships with students, agents, partner schools and 
host families to grow and nurture a strong and supportive international programme. 
I will ensure all international students wellbeing is my priority and that they successfully 
integrate into our school life in a safe and nurturing environment.

Email: Pauline.Hurley@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz
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English Language CoursesEnglish Language Courses
Te Paepae o Aotea provides junior and senior English classes for speakers of other languages (ESOL). 
The junior classes focus on accelerating English language learning. You are supported in learning English to 
help you in familiar situations and also to manage mainstream subjects. 
The senior classes increasingly develop a more academic focus aiming to prepare you for tertiary study or 
work. All senior classes provide opportunities for students to achieve credits towards NCEA. The year 13 
class supports you if you are intending to go to tertiary study, by obtaining the UE literary credits. 

The Programme includes:
• Learning vocabulary 
• Reading 
• A wide variety of different learning strategies 
•  Homework 

The School YearThe School Year
• The school year commences in late January and continues until mid-December 
• Year 11, 12 + 13 students leave in early October to sit the national examinations (NCEA) during November 
and December. 
• School holidays are two weeks in April, July and September 
• Normal school hours are 9.00am – 3.00pm Monday to Friday 
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