
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 13 March 2026 
 
 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
We would like to acknowledge and thank our community for the wonderful support you have shown 
our students this year. Your efforts to ensure they arrive in full uniform, prepared for learning with 
the right stationery and devices, make a significant difference. We know the start of the year can be 
challenging and we truly appreciate everything you do to set our students up for success. 
 
Over the past few years, we have seen excellent progress in student learning and we are incredibly 
proud of their achievements. A major contributor to this success has been improved attendance 
across the school. Students who attend more than 90% of the time consistently achieve better 
educational outcomes, which is why we continue to monitor attendance closely. 
 
To further encourage strong attendance, we have set clear expectations for participation in 
extracurricular activities—including sports exchanges, school events and the school ball. Students 
must maintain attendance above 80% to represent the school in these activities. 
 
In the final week of term, whānau will have the opportunity to meet with course teachers to discuss 
how their child has been progressing this term. We strongly encourage you to take up this opportunity. 
On that day, students will finish classes at 1pm, with interviews beginning at 1.30pm. 
 
Next Friday afternoon we will be holding a full-school assembly where we will celebrate a range of 
achievements, including summer sports and academic awards. We warmly welcome community 
members to join us in recognising and celebrating our students’ success. 
 
Later this term, our Volleyball and Waka Ama teams will be competing at national tournaments. We 
know they will represent our school with pride and we look forward to following their journeys. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our students and our school. Your commitment helps ensure 
our learners continue to thrive. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 

 



 

  

or click on the link to make a booking 
https://www.console.skoolloop.com/interviews/24424/ 

 
Subject Teacher List 
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:ap:6cf92554-802f-4a26-a967-5acbe6113a40
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The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

Danielle Peach - Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose - Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub or contact the Public 
Health Nurse directly. 

 

Expressions of Interest to Host 
International Students 2026 
As part of our school’s long-term vision to enrich cultural understanding and global engagement, we 
are currently in the process of applying for accreditation to welcome international students to our 
community in 2026. 

If you are interested in hosting a student in the future, please register your interest here. 
(Host families will be paid a weekly fee) 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO HOST INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 2026 
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School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored 
to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with procedures for 
behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

 
 

 

Important Information BYOD 2026 
Click the link below for all details about our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) plan at Te Paepae o 
Aotea in 2026. 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ee2724bb-cb59-4254-ad5d-534d53a14ba3 

 

Updating Student Contact Details 

If your contact details or your child’s emergency contact information has changed, please notify the 
school office administration team with the updated details. Thank you.  
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All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set available for sizing purposes only 

Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have uniform items at home you’re no longer using? Bring them in clean to the office — 
our pastoral team will pass them on to students who need them. 

 
 

P
U

B
L

IC
 H

E
A

L
T

H
 N

U
R

S
E

 
N

Z
 U

N
IF

O
R

M
S

 

https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/


 

  

1.   

Kia ora koutou 
 
It's been awesome to see students getting involved in school 
events and lunchtime activities over the past fortnight. Our 
Escape Room LRA ran well, students worked in teams, solved 
challenges under pressure and helped their team throughout. 
Congratulations to Kaupokonui, who took out the win with the 
fastest time. It was great to see the enthusiasm, teamwork and 
problem-solving on display from all awas. 

A reminder to make the most of the opportunities that come up 
this year. Trying something new can feel a bit outside your 
comfort zone, but you don't always know what you'll enjoy or 
what you're capable of until you give it a go. 

Looking ahead, the Academic Council is planning our next LRA 
for later in the term, along with a Parliament trip for Year 12/13 
students later in the year. We'll be sharing more information 
soon, keep an eye out. 

Ngā mihi, Adam Stables 

Tēnā koutou katoa  
No doubt we all enjoyed a busy Taranaki Anniversary long 
weekend. It was a big weekend with the Te Kāhui Maunga kapa 
haka regionals held in Waitara. It involved many local groups 
and hundreds of enthusiastic whānau coming in to tautoko and 
enjoy the performances, whanaungatanga and kai.   
To those who stood on stage on Saturday - you all did us proud. 
It was great too seeing so many of our kura community there to 
support our taiohi and whanaunga. Congratulations to Ngā 
Waihotanga, one of our local kapa haka rōpū, who placed third 
and got through to the national Matatini competitions to be 
held in Waikato in 2027.  A group of current students, alumni 
and our kapa haka tutors are part of Ngā Waihotanga. A big 
mihi to you all.  
To our students who performed, you are the embodiment of 
Taupaenui- striving for excellence, and Paepae - being 
courageous, determined and hard working. And to our 
supporters who showcased Aotea- you all created a caring 
environment by being there to support and cheer everyone on. 
Our kura values are out on full display, not only at school but in 
the community and in everyday life.  
Noho ora mai, Taiharuru Ratima 

Kia ora whānau 
 
As Head Sport Leader, it has been awesome to see the level of 
participation and energy in our recent LRA dodgeball. The event 
was a huge success, with students from across the school 
getting involved, showing great teamwork, competitiveness and 
plenty of school spirit. It was fantastic to see so many people 
stepping onto the court, supporting their friends and enjoying 
the opportunity to be active over lunchtime. 
 
Looking ahead to Term 2, the sports committee has some 
exciting LRAs planned that we’re sure students will enjoy just as 
much. These activities will continue to provide fun 
opportunities for everyone to get involved, try something new 
and represent their awa with pride. 
 
We also have our school Cross Country coming up next term. 
This is always a great event that challenges students while 
bringing the whole school together. We encourage everyone to 
get involved and give it their best effort. 
 
Ngā mihi, Theo Soothill 

Kia Ora 
 
We’re over halfway through our first term here at school and 
there is no shortage of things happening around the school. It’s 
important to make sure you’re keeping up with the notices and 
social media feeds to ensure you can take advantage of all the 
awesome opportunities on offer. 
The Community Council is working on our LRA,  minute-to-win-it 
challenges, where teams of four from each awa will work 
through a series of five different tasks before the team begins. 
We’ve been collecting signups, and students are welcome to 
come along and participate on the day. 
Relay for Life is less than three weeks away. There is still time to 
register to be part of the school team or donate to any of our 
participants. Last Friday we held a sausage sizzle fundraiser and 
made over $400 and we are planning another one for Friday, 
20th. Whether you’re a student, staff or community member; 
this is a great opportunity. 
For seniors: there will be a survey coming around about the 
school ball soon.  Please take the time to fill it in to help us 
create a night everyone will enjoy. 
 
Ngā mihi, Lauren Kalin 
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To make a donation to Relay for Life click on the link 
Te Paepae o Aotea RELAY FOR LIFE  

https://taranaki.relayforlife.org.nz/t/te-paepae-o-aotea?fbclid=IwY2xjawQLDYhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJkeEM3QkZ6UFhGaU5FRDVOc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoyvKLkrV3fgVKlaa48Yu2YIAuPeq2_nHIPilIwFPOvyLw2FToKpUHxt2zaW_aem_oApOSzKCLBKBwmwMJ-onMw
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Busy Busy Busy – Keep it up 

Term 1 is always full-on… and this one did not disappoint. From finishing off Athletics and Swimming 
Sports, to running trials, taking trainings and organising trips – our sports department has been flat 
out… and loving every minute of it. 

Yes, we were tired – but the way everyone supported each other to make sure our rangatahi had 
every opportunity possible was absolutely awesome. Ka mau te wehi, team. 

Seeing the whole school get involved in Athletics and Swimming was a massive highlight. So proud of 
everyone who got stuck in, gave things a go and helped build our school culture. 

Congratulations to our overall Year 7-8, Junior, Intermediate and Senior Girl and Boy Champions for 
Athletics and Swimming. That’s the tahi when you put in the mahi. 

A huge mihi to our staff and whānau who helped make these events happen – we couldn’t do it 
without you. And a special shout-out to our Sports Leaders, who are growing in confidence and 
stepping into their roles like champs. Keep pushing yourselves and owning your leadership journeys. 
 

Capturing Our Kura – Claire & Michelle, You’re Stars 

At Te Paepae o Aotea, we are incredibly lucky to have school events shared so quickly with our 
whānau. Often, the event has just finished and within 30 minutes, photos and write-ups are already 
online. 

A huge thank you to Claire Kalin and Michelle Shaw for consistently capturing the sports, culture, 
academic achievements and special moments happening across our kura. You two always deliver. 

  

Central Pulse Roadshow 

On Wednesday we had the privilege of hosting three Central Pulse players – Parris Mason, Lili 
Gorman-Brown and Khiarna Williams. 

Our students had the chance to ask questions, get autographs, take photos and spend time with 
elite wāhine toa – including current Silver Fern, Parris Mason. What an incredible opportunity. 

It was also fantastic to welcome students from Waverley School, St Joseph’s and Matapu. 

Thank you to Netball Taranaki for organising this awesome experience for our South Taranaki 
schools. Your support makes moments like this possible for our rangatahi. 
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Regional & Nationals Prep – Bring It On  

Senior Boys Volleyball 
These boys are looking sharp as they prepare for their tournament in Palmerston North. Huge 
thanks to Coach Reg and Manager Alison for the awesome mahi getting the team ready. 

Girls Waka Ama 
Our 6-girl crew have been up early training on the Pātea River with Matua Mahaki and the legendary 
Whaea Paano. Their dedication and excitement are next-level – we can’t wait to see them compete. 

Rippa Rugby – 13 Teams Strong 
We have 13 teams from Year 7–13 competing every Thursday in the Southern Rugby Rippa 
Tournament. With only two weeks left, we’re hoping to bring home the silverware again. Keep up 
the great mahi everyone. 
 

Positive Vibes Only 

Let’s continue promoting Positive Vibes (fair play) in our school and at all sports events. 

We especially want to uplift our student coaches, referees and players. Their roles aren’t easy – so 
let’s make their experience a great one. 

If you see one of our students wearing a green vest, give them a smile, a thank you, or a helping 
hand. Every bit of encouragement fills their bucket. 
 

Winter Sports Are Coming 

Sign-ups and musters are underway for: 

• Netball 
• Rugby 
• Hockey 
• Football 

 
Basketball will kick off soon. 
Make sure you’re signed up and attending trainings so you don’t miss your chance to make a team. 
 
Year 7-8 Events 

Taranaki Swimming Day - Students who did well at our school swimming sports will attend this event 
at Hāwera Aquatic Centre on Monday, 23 March. 

Sport Exchanges – We will be competing with Devon, Manukorihi and Highlands. Students are 
currently trialling and once teams are selected, practices will run during Taha Tinana time. 
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Student Success – We Want to Hear From You 

We love celebrating the achievements of our students – whether it’s in sport, on stage, in the 
community or anywhere else. 

Please send us photos and a short description and make sure the Te Paepae o Aotea Student 
Nomination Form is completed. These go toward badges and end-of-year awards. 
The form is on the school website, available at the main office or through your whānau teacher. 

Keep up the incredible mahi, everyone. Put your best foot forward, lead by example and continue 
building the positive culture we are so proud of. 

Strong leaders know the best way to lead… 
is by being part of the team, not above it. 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, 
via email, vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

2026 Upcoming Sporting Events 

TSSSA Events 

Sunday, 15 March  Championship Golf 
Tuesday, 17 March Athletics 
Tuesday, 24 March All Ability Swimming 
Tuesday, 31 March  Student Coach Day | Student Leaders Day 

Year 7-8 Events 

Tuesday, 31 March Year 7-8 Taranaki Swimming 
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