
 

  

 
Newsletter – Friday, 28 March 2025 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Kia eke atu ki Taupaenui o te tangata, People reaching their full potential. Is our school whakatauākī. 
This whakatauākī challenges us to instil in our students the tools to help them achieve their full 
potential, in the pursuits they and their whānau deem important. It has been great to see our students 
over the past couple of weeks engage and excel across such a wide range of activities. In the last two 
weeks our students have participated in the following extra activities on top of their usual class 
learning: 

• Student leaders attended the GRIP conference 
• TSSSA orienteering 
• Ross Taylor Cricket Challenge 
• TSSSA athletics 
• Govert Brewster Art Gallery tour 
• School Athletics relays including raising money to support the Taranaki Rescue helicopter 
• Waka ama team competed at nationals 
• Volleyball team competed at nationals 
• Cancer Society awareness day 
• University and other tertiary provider days 
• YES Spark Tank Event 
• Intermediate interschool swimming championships 
• TSSSA All Ability Swimming 
• Race Unity Speeches 

 
This week we have selected our Year 7 and 8 Winter Sports teams to compete in the exchanges. Well 
done to all students who put themselves forward to trial. These teams are now named and are busy 
preparing for their games. It is great to see our students across the school challenge themselves across 
such a wide variety of experiences.  
 
It is paramount for students to make the most of school life that they maintain a high attendance rate. 
The target set by the Ministry of Education is 90%, keep encouraging your child to meet or exceed this 
target.  
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
Rachel Williams 
Tumuaki 

  



 

  

Please click on the link to register your interest https://forms.office.com/r/47g9vz59zF 

Te Paepae o Aotea Parent Board of Trustees Elections 
The Establishment Board of Trustees (EBoT) applied for an alternative constitution but the Minister of 
Education has declined this application. While the EBoT does not agree with this decision and this is 
not the desired outcome, the EBoT is committed to moving the school forward. Therefore, the school 
will transition to an elected board, with the timing of the new board coinciding with Matariki. The 
EBoT has valued its nga iwi partnership through the establishment phase of the school, which has set 
the school on a positive pathway. The New Zealand School Board Association will run board sessions 
for the community prior to the elections for potential board members.  

 
Parent 

Board of 
Trustees 
Election 
Timeline 

Event Date 
Select Returning Officer by Friday, 11 April 2025 

Close Main Roll Friday, 18 April 2025 

Call for Nominations by Sunday, 20 April 2025 

Close Supplementary Roll Wednesday, 7 May 2025 

Nominations Close (at 12pm) Friday, 9 May 2025 

Voting Papers Issued by Friday, 16 May 2025 

Election Day Friday, 13 June 2025 

Close Poll 4pm on Election Day 

Accept Postal Votes Wednesday, 18 June 2025 

Count Votes Thursday, 19 June 2025 

Board Takes Office Friday, 20 June 2025 

First Meeting of New Board Thursday, 26 June 2025 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/47g9vz59zF


 

  

 

 

 



 

  

School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored 
to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with procedures for 
behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 
Policies under review Term 1 

Health, Safety and Welfare Policy 
Safety Management System 
Risk Management 
Healthcare 
 

Please login to SchoolDocs to read and provide feedback on these policies. 
 
 

All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school office has a full uniform set for sizing purposes 

https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

Public Health Nurse 
The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub, or contact the 
Public Health Nurse: 

Danielle Peach Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose Mobile 027 517 3480 Email Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz 
 

Reminder for Students Taking Repeated Medication 
Medicine plans must be arranged at the office for students taking repeated medication. 
Please see or contact Mel at the School Office 06 223 2000. 
 

Public Health Notices (Ministry of Health)  
The Public Health Nurses begin their Health programme next week at Te Paepae o Aotea.  
  
Year 7/8 Immunisations  
Tuesday, 18 March in PFA2 9-11am  

Year 7  Boostrix   
Year 8  HPV (first dose)  

  
Catch-up day: Tuesday, 1 April, 9-11am  
  
Year 7/8 Vision and Hearing checks (took place Wednesday, 19 February) 
There will be further testing throughout the year.  
  
Year 9 Free Health and Wellbeing Checks  
Beginning Monday, 17 February, and contining throughout the year.  
Pātea students are first, followed by Tangahoe, Waingongoro and Kaupokonui. 
These take all year to complete. Year 9 caregivers have an email about these. 
If you wish to opt out, please ring the school office.  

 

  

tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.Peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:027%20517%203480
mailto:Mary.Poulose@tdhb.org.nz


 

  

  

Kia Ora 
It’s been fantastic to see everyone getting involved in activities and 
supporting our teams in recent fundraisers. Your enthusiasm and school 
spirit have truly stood out!  
The Academic Committee has been busy planning an exciting new LRA 
event—an Amazing Race with an academic twist! This will be an inter 
Awa competition, so start gathering your friends and earn Awa points. 
We have also seen the launch of the  Marama program, an initiative led 
by Jenni Brewer and Pauline Hurley which is designed to support 
students in achieving more Merit and Excellence credits at NCEA Levels 
1, 2, and 3. I am excited to see the impact this will have in helping senior 
students gain more endorsements.  
As we wrap up the term, we have a lot to celebrate. I look forward to 
seeing many of you recognized for your hard work at our full-school 
assembly.  
Ngā mihi 
Carlitos Morellon Anderson 

 

Kia Ora, 
On Monday we held our first cook for Kura Kai which went smoothly,  
with students and teachers coming in to help with this alongside Town 
Takeaways. Tuesday, we held a Purple Accessory Day and bake 
sale;students could wear their Relay for Life tops and some purple to let 
everyone know about this event. We are currently sitting at $6138; 
thank you to all our sponsors and best of luck to everyone participating 
in this event on Saturday. If you wish to sponsor, please message any 
one of our participants or community leaders. Next week we have Hoods 
Up which is Autism Awareness where students have an hour of silence 
between 10-11am and everyone puts their hoods up. This is a very 
important event, and we ask all students to come in their school hoodies 
to pay respect. Finally, our last event of this term is setting up a 
community initiative where we begin to collect bottle tops as part of the 
council’s wish to teach everyone about sustainability and recycling. 
Ngā mihi 
Julia Scott 

Kia Ora,  
While  writing this I am away on Waka Ama nationals where our 
three school teams are competing in Rotorua. It has been a fun 
week. Also our volleyball team is in Palmerston North competing 
at nationals. On 14 March we held our school athletics day with 
participants from each Awa representing in their colours. It was 
great to see so many people out there giving events a go from 
running to shotput, to even gumboot throwing. It was a great 
atmosphere out there! On Friday, 22 March we finished our 
athletics off with relays from every age group and a Mascot race. 
But before all of this we walked into the hub with each awa 
chanting as loud as they could which was a great way to start. It 
was great to also hear the support from each awa as their 
representative runners ran. Make sure you are showing up to our 
Wednesday LRA activities whether you are a participant or just 
making a crowd for an atmosphere.  
Ngā mihi 
Baxter Hunt 

 

14 March 2025 

Kia Ora 
As the cultural student leader, it was so cool to witness the vibrant 
school culture during our recent Awa Chat Off! The energy, 
passion, and creativity from all the awa made the event a 
celebration of who we are as a school community. It was amazing 
to see everyone come together, chanting loud and expressing 
their Awa culture with pride. The cultural team are working hard 
behind the scenes to bring even more exciting cultural events to 
our school. Our team is dedicated to creating opportunities for all 
students to engage with different cultures, learn new things, and 
celebrate our differences. Stay tuned for upcoming events that 
will showcase the rich diversity within our school and offer you a 
chance to get involved. We can’t wait to share with you our 
upcoming projects and if you are keen to get involved, see any of 
our cultural team and we will be thrilled to have you on board! 
Ngā mihi 
Bethany Gyde 



 

  

 



 

  

 

This week we have seen two codes represent our school in Summer Tournament week in Waka Ama 
and Volleyball Nationals. 

We are very proud of our teams and management who have represented themselves well and 
produced great results over the week. 

For some of our students it is the first time being involved in a National tournament, therefore the 
experience and memories created will be something they will never forget. 

Summer sports is slowing wrapping up which sees a number of our cricket teams finishing off their 
season. 

Cricket 

Thank you to everyone parents, staff and students for all their support and help.   It has been great 
seeing the number of girls playingcricket increase. There are still a few games left to play with our First 
XI team in high contention for making finals. Huge thanks to TiC  Mr White for his organisation and 
especially senior student Theo Soothill for his leadership and guidance coaching a number of these 
teams. 

The majority of our Winter sports teams have been selected.  It is super important to turn up to 
trainings set by your coaches and to ensure you have the correct gear.  Being organised and prepared 
is key.  Turn up early, changed and ready to go. 

Netball 

We are still looking for coaches and managers for our netball teams.  It is important we have support 
in this area so our students can play. Netball season will start in Term 2 on Saturdays. 

Rippa Rugby 

Well done to all our Yr 7-8 students who have been participating in Rippa Rugby.  Next week is the last 
week and which we will see all teams participating in a finals day on Saturday at the Hub. 

Swimming Year 7-8 

Awesome effort by 18 Yr 7-8 students who represented our school at the Taranaki Intermediate 
Swimming held at Highlands recently. It was a great day. 

Winter Sports Tournament Year 7-8 

Term 2 will see our annual sports exchanges with Devon, Highlands and Manukorihi.  Teams have been 
selected for these exchanges - these are final. 

  

Sports News 



 

  

Atheltics 

Congratulations to our 2025 Te Paepae o Aotea Athletic Champions 

Year 7-8 Girl  - Events still to be finalised 
Year 7-8 Boy - Events still to be finalised 
Junior Girl - Tayla Sturgeon 
Junior Boy - Leonardeous Snooks 
Intermediate Girl - Maddison Sturgeon 
Intermediate Boy - Lachlan Wills 
Senior Girl - Elizabeth Cudby 
Senior Boy - Daniel Mandengu 

Congratulations to the following Te Paepae o Aotea students who have been selected in the North 
Island Athletic team - David Mandengu, Daniel Mandengu, Elizabeth Cudby, Tayla Sturgeon, 
Leonardeous Snooks, Carlitos Morellon Anderson and Elliot Wills. 

Friendly reminder, if you have any sporting achievements that you wish to have acknowledged please 
send me a detailed email with the information you are wanting to share on our social media platforms 
or potentially to receive certificates. 

If I am unaware of our students/team success then we are unable to acknowledge 
it.  vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Honour Badges 

Students who wish to be acknowledged in academic or sporting achievements are now required to fill 
out a form. Criteria are on our school website.  Download a nomination form and return it to the main 
school office. Students must fill out these forms in order to receive a honours badge (if their 
achievement fits the criteria) All information received will also help with end of year supreme awards 
for Sports, Culture and Academic. 

Print off Honour Badge form link  Nomination form 

Criteria link https://tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz/co-curricular/awa/senior-honour-badges/ 

Keep up the good work. 

For all sports queries, please contact Vicki Roberts, Sports Coordinator, 
via email vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

 

2025 Upcoming Sporting Events 
TSSSA Events 
Student Coach Day Tuesday, 1 April 
Outdoor Bowls & All Ability Bowls Tuesday, 8 April 

Year 7-8 Sports Events 

Rippa Rugby Tournament Thursday Nights 
 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:ad7faa82-3061-471d-8606-c6247d6126be
https://tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz/co-curricular/awa/senior-honour-badges/
mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz


 

  

  



 

  

 



 

  

  



 

  

  



 

  

Tuakana Teina Term 1 Schedule 

Setting up for success 
Whānau Time 28 March Bridge Building Challenge 

In whānau classes 

Setting up for success 
Whānau Time 4 April 

Design and Create a Marble 
Track 
In whānau classes 

Full School Assembly 11 April TSB HUB 
 

 



 

  

 


