
 

  

 

Newsletter – Friday, 14 February 2025 
 
Kia ora e te whānau 
 
Thank you for the amazing response to attendance so far this year. We have 638 students with 100% 
attendance! Our average daily attendance is sitting at 93.3%. Our hope is that these trends continue 
for the whole year. 
 
We have been equally impressed by the uniform this year. Students are looking smart and we are 
getting great feedback in this area from the community. We are incredibly thankful to all of our 
families for ensuring our students have the correct uniform.  
 
Students have been on timetable now for eight days and have settled well into their new routines. I 
have been particularly impressed with our new students who joined us this year. They have very 
quickly settled into school and are already beginning to make the most of the opportunities on offer. 
Our Year 11 students have made the biggest shift of all our current students, moving from the junior 
school over to the senior learning village. I was impressed with them at the end of 2024 when they 
started their transition and have continued to be impressed by their focus on their learning. Over 70% 
have already gained some NCEA Level 1 credits. We look forward to seeing their progress throughout 
the year.  
 
Student leaders have been selected and have started meeting. They have turned up to their meetings 
with some great ideas for activities and initiatives they want to do with their peers this year.  
 
Term 1 is always a busy one with swimming, athletics and general sports events. Students receive the 
daily notices in whānau class every morning. Parents can also check the daily notices in the school app 
so they can support their child to access the opportunities on offer. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of the school,. We are looking forward to working with you 
all to have a fantastic year.   
 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
Rachel Williams  
Tumuaki 

  



 

  

 

Additional information for caregivers around attendance 
Attendance - Ministry of Education  

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/your-rights-and-responsibilities/attendance


 

  

 
 
 

Government school 
lunch programme 
The Government announced changes to Ka Ora, Ka Ako | Healthy School Lunches 
programme. 

Students will continue to receive nutritious meals they know and love, helping them to learn 
and thrive at school. 

From Term 1 this year, our lunches will be provided by the School Lunch Collective, led by 
Compass Group and supported by several food manufacturers and suppliers. These hot and 
cold meals will be delivered daily and will meet the same nutrition standards as our current 
lunches. 

Our ākonga in years 0-8 will receive a 240-gram lunch, the same size our learners in years 
4-8 received in 2024. Students in years 9 and up will receive a meal of at least 300 grams. 

There are no changes for our ākonga with complex special dietary requirements. 
Their meals will continue and will be funded at the current settings. 

 



 

  

  



 

  

School Policies 
The school has a subscription with SchoolDocs to maintain, update and review our policies. 
SchoolDocs provide us with a comprehensive core set of policies that are well researched and follow 
the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored 
to our school and we supply specific information such as our charter together with procedures for 
behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
 
SchoolDocs update, modify or create policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 
guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools and regular reviewing from the 
SchoolDocs team.  
 
We invite you to visit the site at  https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

SchoolDocs login details 
Username tepaepaeoaotea 
Password excellence 

 

 
 
Policies for review Term 1 

Health, Safety and Welfare Policy 
Safety Management System 
Risk Management 
Healthcare 
 

Please login to SchoolDocs to read and provide feedback on these policies. 
 

All school uniform items are purchased through 

tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com 
The school Office has a full uniform set for sizing purposes 

https://tepaepaeoaotea.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://tepaepaeoaotea.nzuniforms.com/
https://paparangi.schooldocs.co.nz/


 

  

Public Health Nurse 

The Public Health Nurse will be at school two days every week for any health needs. Clinic is 
confidential and free. 

• Health and Hauora (wellbeing checks) 
• General health concerns 
• Contraception 
• Condoms and pregnancy tests 
• STI checks and the morning after pill 
• Vision and hearing 

For students to book an appointment, please visit reception at the Pastoral Hub, or contact the 
Public Health Nurse: 

Danielle Peach Mobile 027 239 0679 Email Danielle.peach@tdhb.org.nz  
Mary Poulose Mobile 0275173480 Email Mary.poulose@tdhb.org.nz 

 
Public Health Notices (Ministry of Health)  
The Public Health Nurses begin their Health programme next week at Te Paepae o Aotea.  
  

1. Year 7/8 Immunisation Information Presentations (10 mins each)  
Tuesday 18th February in the Jubilee Gym – Caregivers welcome  

i. Year 7s 9:30am  
ii. Year 8s 9:45am   

Please get your consent forms back to Whānau teachers as soon as possible.  
  

2. Year 7/8 Immunisations  
Tuesday 18th March in PFA2 9-11am  

i. Year 7s Boostrix   
ii. Year 8s HPV (first dose)  

  
Catch-up day: Tuesday 1st April 9-11am  
  

3. Year 7/8 Vision and Hearing checks  
Wednesday 19th February in PFA2 9:30-11am  
There will be further testing throughout the year.  
  

4. Year 9 Free Health and Wellbeing Checks  
Begin Monday 17th and continue throughout the year.  
Pātea students are first, followed by Tangahoe, Waingongoro and Kaupokonui. These take all year to 
complete. Year 9 caregivers have an email about these. If you wish to opt out, please ring the school 
office.  

tel:+64272390679
mailto:Danielle.peach@tdhb.org.nz
mailto:0275173480
mailto:Mary.poulose@tdhb.org.nz


 

  

  

Kia Ora 
I hope you have all transitioned well into your classes this year. I'm 
Carlitos, and I am proud to be the Head Academic Leader this year at Te 
Paepae o Aotea. I've begun discussing a few ideas for events I'd like to 
run with some of the other leaders this year, and I hope to get some 
running in the coming weeks. Make sure you keep an eye out and listen 
to the notices from your teachers. We've got some fun events coming up 
already, with Competitive School Swimming Champs next Friday, School 
Athletics on Friday, 14 March, then Relay for Life a few weeks later. I 
encourage you to sign up for events like these, as they certainly offer 
great opportunities to have fun and meet other people with similar 
interests. I am a great advocate of trying lots of different activities and 
encourage you all to use paepae so you can become the best you can be. 
"Until you spread your wings, you'll have no idea how far you can fly."  
Ngā mihi 
Carlitos Morellon Anderson 

 

Kia ora, 
My name is Bethany Gyde and I am the head cultural leader for 
2025. I’m incredibly excited to embrace this opportunity to inspire 
and unite our school community. I look forward to working 
alongside our talented and passionate team. We will work hard to 
create a school environment where everyone is celebrated and 
heard. So far, we have had one meeting together where we began 
planning a variety of events such as cultural week, LRA Karaoke, 
and a Te Matatini showing, to highlight the richness of different 
cultures within our school. My goal is to ensure everyone feels 
heard, respected and connected. We will be looking for 
contribution from different cultural backgrounds to help with our 
events, so watch this space. I can't wait for the year ahead and 
look forward to enriching our school’s culture. 
Ngā mihi 
Bethany Gyde 

Kia ora, 
I have the pleasure of being Te Paepae o Aotea’s community leader this 
year. I have many great ideas for this year including can drives, cultural 
celebrations, shave a thon, mental health awareness and other 
community projects.This week the community council held their very 
first event utilising Valentine’s Day but instead of it being a romantic day 
we used it to promote kindness, where our senior school wrote kind 
notes to their friends or classmates to encourage a positive year. 
 
A quote I love and believe sets the goal for 2025 is “The future belongs 
to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” – Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Here’s to a great year. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Julia Scott 

Kia Ora,  
My name is Baxter Hunt. I have the honor of being Te Paepae o 
Aotea’s 2025 head sport leader. I have many goals and ambitions 
around the sports world here at school, like getting our 
participation numbers the highest they have been in the three 
years we have been open. Our first event this year is our school 
swimming sports on Friday 21 February. I hope to see everyone 
there competing for their awa and having a fun time. Following 
this, we have school athletics on Friday, 14 March - sign up and 
compete with your friends. I would also like to congratulate all 
sport and other leaders; I look forward to working with you all 
throughout the year. 

Get amongst it this year and be on the lookout for TSSSA and LRA 
events you might be keen on.  
Ngā mihi 
Baxter Hunt 

 

14 February 2025 



 

  

 

There’s lots on the go for everyone this term. Our calendar is jam packed with all sorts of events which 
is awesome to see. 
  
It is important it to listen to the school notices in the morning, check information on the sports office 
window and check our school Facebook and school app for everything sports. All the information is 
there.  Most importantly, keep an eye on closing dates for registrations.  It is important that you get 
your name/team in on time.  If it is after the closing date, your entry will not be accepted. 
  
Our Sports leaders have some great ideas to keep everyone busy during interval and lunchtime: Rippa, 
Non-stop Cricket, Volleyball, Hobbie Horse races!  Check these out as it’s for everyone here at school. 
  
Make sure you are prepared for your event or training.  It is important you have the correct gear for 
the right occasion.  A change of clothes to practice/play in is a must, proper footwear and a drink 
bottle to rehydrate. 
  
Te Paepae o Aotea Swimming Championships 
Friday, 21 February is our Championship Swimming. We have added a new event ‘Non-competitive 
Widths’ (for those not confident swimming 50m) at the Hāwera Aquatic Centre. This should be a 
fantastic day, if the weather continues to be sunny. 
 
We welcome whānau to come along and support.  A schedule of the day has been posted on our social 
media platforms, please check this. 
 
Fun events will be held for other students interested over at our school pool. 
  
Athletics 
Friday, 14 March, this is a compulsory event for all students.  Sign up information will be sent out this 
weekend.  Students either sign up to the championship events or be involved in a tabloid/athletic day. 
  
Pre-Season training and trials 
Several of our winter codes are starting their Pre-season training and trial dates have been set.  Please 
keep an eye out for this information. 
  
Netball pre-season training will be on Mondays after school from 3.15pm – 5.15pm for Year 7-13.  If 
you are interested in getting involved, just turn up.  Hub Court 2, inside. 
You must be in the correct gear to train – change of clothes, correct footwear and drink bottle. 
  
Netball Trail Dates 
Years 9 –13 Tuesday, 18 February, 3.30pm – 5.30pm 
For those who are interested in trialling for the Premier team, Development team and further satellite 
teams.  Hub Court 2, inside. 
Years 7-8 Wednesday, 19 February, 1.30pm – 4.30pm, Hub Court 1 & 2, inside. 

Sports News 



 

  

  
Signing up to events 
It is important when signing up that you intend participating.  There is a lot of work behind the scenes 
to make an event happen.  If an event costs money to attend for either travel/fees, permission will 
need to be given.  Any payments required must be made before the event or you cannot attend. 
Please understand, if your student does not show up a charge will be added. 
  
Year 7-8 Sports 
We have three sports exchanges coming up against Highlands, Devon and Manukorihi.  Listen out for 
the sports to trial for. Training will take place during Taha Tinana time. 
  
TSSSA Events 
We have several students signing up to TSSSA events this term. This is great to see. Getting involved 
and active is healthy for the mind, body and soul. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
Vicki Roberts 
Sports Coordinator 
 
 

2025 Upcoming Sporting Events 
TSSSA Events 
TSSSA Beach Volleyball Sunday, 16 February  
TSSSA Surfing Monday, 17 February  
TSSSA Tennis Thursday, 20 February  
TSSSA Rogaine Wednesday, 26 February  
Waka Ama Tuesday, 4 March 
Mountain Biking Wednesday, 5 March 
Croquet + All Ability Wednesday, 12 March 
Championship Golf Sunday, 16 March 
Athletics Wednesday, 19 March 
All Ability Swimming Thursday, 27 March 
Student Coach Day Tuesday, 1 April 
Outdoor Bowls & All Ability Bowls Tuesday, 8 April 

Whole School Events 
2025 Swimming Championships Friday, 21 February 
2025 Athletics Day  Friday, 14 March 

Year 7-8 Events 
Year 7-8 Southern Rippa Rugby Tournament Thursday, 27 February 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 



 

  

Tuakana Teina Term 1 Schedule 
Awa Assembly 

Organisation and Chants 14 February 
Each Awa in charge of own space 
Location: R1 (P - Library, K – Jubilee, W – Court 1, T – Court 3) 

Swimming Sports 21 February 
Championships – Hāwera Aquatic Centre 
Non-championships – School Pool  
Other participants – In class (or water relays etc)  

School Photos 
Whānau time 28 February 

Social and Emotional Learning  
In whānau classes 
[time for e-portfolios, credit tracking, study skills, leadership/ tuakana teina learning, graduate 
profiles] 

Full School Assembly 7 March TSB Hub 

Athletics 14 March 
Competitive – HUB fields  
Non-competitive – Bayly Park Block 2 
March/ Relays block 3 - everyone at HUB 

Setting up for success 
Whānau Time 21 March 

Exploring Whakapapa: Our Ancestral Connections  
In whānau classes 

Setting up for success 
Whānau Time 28 March 

Bridge building challenge 
In whānau classes  

Setting up for success 
Whānau Time 4 April 

Design and create a marble track  
In whānau classes 

Full School Assembly 11 April TSB Hub 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Click on the links below to register your student for FREE activities: 
Let's Get Active 2025: Colour Run 

Let's Get Active 2025: Squash 
Let's Get Active 2025: Hip-Hop 
Let's Get Active 2025: CrossFit 

Do you want to be the Youth Voice for our District? 
Join EmpowerYouth – together let’s engage, connect and inspire our 

communities rangatahi. If this sounds like you registrations are now open - 
click on the link below to register: 

https://forms.office.com/r/ETMtvjJzqJ 

https://form.jotform.com/243438157936870
https://form.jotform.com/243437786636874
https://form.jotform.com/243436412207853
https://form.jotform.com/243426660763864
https://forms.office.com/r/ETMtvjJzqJ?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1V7pKLC0DbpRNDYKOI3Eh6oqiUrnt80Gci5osxyEDcfden5JJ-dSaLe9E_aem_zcAS_kVy1eoKKtQFJY1r2A

