
 
Kia ora e te whānau 

Today is a very special day in the short history of Te Paepae o Aotea. Our foundation senior student 
leaders were appointed in a special assembly. Thank you to the Assembly of God church for allowing 
us to use their venue. Unfortunately, we are currently unable to hold school functions at the HUB due 
to bleacher system repairs. In the meantime, we will improvise for our assemblies and other 
gatherings and make use of various venues around our community. This means we will continue to 
have separate senior and junior assemblies for the foreseeable future.  

It has been great to see our students making the most of their opportunities at school. If you have not 
downloaded the ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ app I would encourage you to do so to keep up to date with all the 
amazing initiatives our students are involved with. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all our amazing staff who spend hours ensuring students can have these experiences. I am proud of 
the way our staff have embraced the curriculum changes and have been committed to supporting our 
students to reach their full potential.  

Currently trials and musters are happening for our winter sport. We are looking forward to seeing 
students out representing our school in their new sports uniforms. We know they will do us proud and 
display our school values of Aotea, Taupaenui and Paepae throughout practice and games. Please 
encourage students to get involved in sports and other extracurricular activities on offer so that they 
can continue to develop into well rounded people.  

The Ministry of Education has developed an attendance and engagement strategy Attendance-and-
Engagement-Strategy-Document.pdf (education.govt.nz). This document challenges students, 
whānau and schools to have students attending school regularly so they can be fully engaged. Ministry 
of Education defines regular attendance as being at least 90% attendance. We will continue to monitor 
student attendance and connect with students and whānau if we have concerns. However, whānau 
can also monitor attendance by checking on the parent portal and getting in contact with us if you 
have concerns. Please contact the office if you do not know how to access parent portal.  

We are currently developing an additional programme for select Year 7 -10 students. This programme 
will be an offsite programme starting 20 March and will run for the remainder of the term, continuing 
in Term 2. This programme will be called “Ko wai au? Who am I?” and has been designed to help 
students develop the skills they need to be successful in the classroom. Once students have 
successfully gained the necessary skills, they will be transitioned back into the classroom environment.  

Thank you for your continued support of our school.  

Ngā mihi 

Rachel Williams Tumuaki  
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https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/strategies-and-policies/Attendance-and-Engagement-Strategy-Document.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/strategies-and-policies/Attendance-and-Engagement-Strategy-Document.pdf


  



  



Cell Phones 
Cell phones are not learning devices and they distract our students from learning. Please remind 
students that cell phones are not to be used during class time. Our Board of Trustees have made this 
expectation very clear. Students will be reminded up to three times and then families will be contacted 
if there is no change to cell phone use in class. 

Buses 
Our buses are operating the same routes as 2022.  The only difference is they do not stop at the 
Hāwera Intermediate grounds. Buses start back on 1 February at the usual times. 
 
All students need to sign a Bus Contract form from the office or click on the link below 
BUS CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Click on the Weir Bros. BUS ROUTES link to see routes and times. 

Free Health & Well-being Check 
All Year 9 students at Te Paepae o Aotea are offered a free health and well-being check by the Public 
Health Nurse.  A notice was sent home with further information about what is involved in the health 
check.  If you do not want your child to be seen by the Public Health Nurse, please contact the office 
or the Public Health Nurse at Te Whatu Ora directly. 

Traffic Safety Plan 

To help with traffic flow before and after school, we suggest we all adhere to the following: 

• Reserve the HUB space before and after school for buses and our students who attend our 
Endeavour Centre.  

• Our senior students park on Disraeli Street (Disraeli Street should be more convenient for you 
to access the Senior Learning Village at Bayly Park. Remember, if you are driving to school, 
please see Matua Mahaki to get a pass).  

• Long term, we would like parents to collect students from the Waihi Road part of the HUB.   
• Students can continue to ride bikes, scooter and skate to school. There is a cage at the front 

of Gray block where they can store their chosen mode of transport. 

  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:40cb11f0-1b86-31a3-b0d8-e2d6b4cfaa94
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:4330927e-c374-3b3d-9bbf-528b199b658d


Uniform 
Our Board expects all students to wear correct uniform and our school logo with pride, at school and 
out in the community.  

Students must wear the polo and sweatshirt provided. Plain black shoes (no coloured markings) or 
sandals must be worn. Plain black, navy or white socks are acceptable. Plain black shorts, trousers or 
skirts/culottes are to be worn. Almost all students are wearing our uniform proudly. Please continue 
to do this in the coming days/weeks. Families will be contacted by their Whānau teachers if there are 
uniform issues from next week. 

School Jackets  https://forms.office.com/r/nuhc2PnWqH 

The school will be placing a bulk order for student jackets in a few weeks’ time, ready for students to 
collect early in Term 2.  If you wish to purchase a jacket for your child, please ask them to go to the 
school office where there are sample jackets to try on for sizing.  Once you know what size is required, 
please click on the link below to access the order form and submit payment either by direct credit or 
cash at the office.  Orders for Term 1 close Friday, 24 March.  

  

  

https://forms.office.com/r/nuhc2PnWqH


 



  



 

What an epic two weeks Te Paepae o Aotea have had with sports teams, school events, 
personal achievements for individuals and activities happening throughout our school. 

Energy levels have been high, a positive vibe within our school and more importantly our 
students representing Te Paepae o Aotea in our community with pride. 

In the last newsletter I spoke briefly about the importance of downloading our school 
App.  The response we have had is amazing.  Students and parents will now be receiving the 
same information around activities and events through our school platforms. 

If you haven't already downloaded, please do this so you don't miss out on sign ups, notices 
and general information for you and your child. 

Thank you for your support in this. 

Ngā mihi 

Vicki Roberts 
Sports Coordinator 

 

Parent Support in Coaching and Managing  
We have a lot of students interested in playing sports this year, which is fantastic.  We do, 
however, lack parent support in helping with teams in coaching or managing on the 
day.   Please understand that if we do not have parent support, I will not be entering the 
teams.  Myself and staff cannot be at every event or coach every team.   

If you are interested in helping coach or manage a team, please let me know when your 
child signs up vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz 

Croquet 
Last weekend Russell Hockley and Jayda Sharp were involved in the Croquet South Taranaki 
Golf Croquet Tournament. Russell and Jayda finished 2nd and 3rd respectively in the 
Championship singles for 7+ handicaps on Saturday. 

Sunday seen Jayda paired with Cherol Filbee and Russell paired with Nik Budd-Clement in 
the doubles competition.  Both pairings ended up facing each other in the final with Jayda 
and Cherol just pipping Russell and Nik in a close game 6-5. 

  

Sports Talk 

mailto:vicki.roberts@tepaepaeoaotea.school.nz


TSSSA Rogaine 
Wednesday 1 March saw 116 students (Yr9-13) along with six staff attend one of the most 
enjoyable and participated events on our calendar.  Rogaine is an orienteering event which 
sees groups of 2-5 members running, walking or singing their way around Lake 
Mangamohoe collecting as many points as possible in two hours. 

Lots of laughs, stories and entertaining moments were shared amongst the group with a few groups 
finishing in the top five. 

Intermediate Girls - Team 25 - 4th place 

Intermediate Mixed - Team 32 - 1st, Team 16 - 2nd, Team 11 - 4th, Team 10 - 5th 

Senior Boys - Team 22 - 4th 

Senior Mixed - Team 31 - 2nd, Team 1 - 3rd 

 

Year 7 & 8 Rippa Rugby 
We have five talented teams in the Thursday night competition held at the Hub.  It's been great 
seeing the kids out playing, having fun and being competitive.  Thanks to some cool parents for 
helping run our teams and senior students; Troy Le Quesne, Abbey Sandford, Maria Marsden 
Kukutai, Ashah Gopperth and Peyton Nelson. 
 

TSSSA BMX 
A small group of talented BMX riders represented our school at the TSSSA BMX held at the Hawera 
BMX club on Wednesday.  Awesome night for racing which seen good rides from 
all.  Congratulations on your results - Junior Girls - Jasmine Campbell - 3rd, Kaitlyn Bensley - 4th, 
Senior Girls - Jessie Hira - 2nd, Senior Boys - Luke Barnett - 3rd, Hunter Hira - 5th. 
 

Ross Taylor 1st XV Cricket Cup 
Super proud of our cricket team who participated in the Taranaki Ross Taylor Cricket competition on 
Tuesday and won to represent Te Paepae o Aotea in Palmerston North next Wednesday. 

The team is made up of Y10-Y13 players. 

We wish them the very best next week and hope for a great result. 
 

Senior Volleyball 
We have two teams representing our school on a Tuesday and Thursday at the Taranaki Regional 
Volleyball competition.  These guys are improving each week and looking forward to representing 
our school at the end of the month participating in the NZ Volleyball Nationals in Palmerston North - 
Good luck! 
 

Waka Ama Nationals 
First time ever we have had not one but two waka ama teams training and heading off to Nationals 
at the end of the month.  Thanks to Matua Mahaki for organising our Senior Girls and Boys 
team.  Early morning starts with boats on the water on the Patea river.  An amazing opportunity for 
our students to be a part of.  We are looking forward to more participants in the future. 

 



Te Paepae o Aotea Athletics Day 
An absolute full-on day with lots of events happening over at the Athletics Track in the Hub.  This is 
the first time we have seen our students challenge each other - awa v awa and staff v staff.  Bragging 
rights and pride were on display!  Records have been broken and history was being made of these 
students - the first for Te Paepae o Aotea. 

600 students registered to participate in sprints, long distance running, discus, shot put, long jump, 
triple Jump, high jump, walk and javelin. 

Thank you for the outside support of Russell and Judy Guckett, Graham Harvey, Hayden Sturgeon, 
Deanne Hockley, Clare Baylis, senior student - Shakaia Tantrum and our fantastic staff. 

Special mention to Jason Cressingham and Kelly Stevens for the long nights and organisation of 
making it happen! 

Bring on the Senior relay and staff relay!!  Look forward to the final awa points! 
 

Non-Competitive Students - Challenges 
It was fantastic to see a competition made for those students who choose to challenge and compete 
against other awa in activities such as building in different sorts of material, boat racing with vessels 
made by themselves, designing a mascot and lots more.  Students had lots of fun.  These events 
were also given points for their awa and will be included in the final result. 

Students didn't have to be doing athletics to contribute - this is a great incentive to ensure we 
include all.  

Upcoming events 
TSSSA Athletics 15 March 
Cricket - Ross Taylor Cup TBC 
Year 7 & 8 Taranaki Inter-Intermediate 
Swimming Sports 

TBC 

TSSSA Senior League 23 March 
TSSSA Golf 2 April 
TSSSA Bowls 3 April 
National Waka Ama TBC 
National Volleyball TBC 



 



  



SOUTH TARANAKI 
GOLF CROQUET 
TOURNAMENT 

Rusty Hockley and Jayda Sharp were involved in the Croquet South Taranaki Golf Croquet Tournament last 
weekend, where Rusty and Jayda finished 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Championship Singles for 7+ 
Handicaps on the Saturday. 

On Sunday, Jayda paired up with fellow Hawera Croquet Club member, Cherol Filbee, and Rusty paired up 
with fellow Park Croquet Club member, Nik Budd-Clement, in the Handicap Doubles competition.  Both 
pairings ended up in facing each other in the Final.  In the end it was Jayda and Cherol that pipped Rusty and 
Nik in a very close game, 6-5. 

We look forward to seeing these two students’ progress in the sport in the future.  A number of Te Paepae o 
Aotea students were also involved in the recent TSSSA Golf Croquet ‘Have A Go’ Afternoon recently, and there 
is potential for Year 9 to Year 13 students to participate in the New Zealand Secondary Schools Tournament 
in September. 

Weather permitting, students who are looking for a new pursuit, or something to do after school, Park Croquet 
Club Youth Development Coach, Gerald Allan, offers free coaching sessions every Tuesday and Thursday from 
3.30pm-4.30pm.  

Students and/or whanau are also welcome at Twilight Play from 5.30pm on the same days until Daylight 
Savings ends on Sunday 2 April.  These two days are available to be as flexible as possible, knowing students 
and/or whanau have other commitments, and this allows any adults who want to play at the end of the 
working day an opportunity to do so. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to check out the Park Croquet Club Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/ParkCroquetClubHawera where you can contact them via Messenger Chat or 
email parkcroquetclubhawera@gmail.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ParkCroquetClubHawera


 


